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O God, hear my prayer 
and let my cry come unto you. 
Bless our Diocese of Savannah 
with many priestly and  
religious vocations. 
Give the men and women you call  
the light to understand your gift 
and the love to follow always in the 
footsteps of your priestly Son.   
Amen. 

Holy Father’s Intentions 
for 

February  2009 

General Intention 
That the role of women may be more appre-
ciated and used to good advantage in every 
country in the world. 
 

Mission Intention 
That in the light of the letter addressed to 
them by Pope Benedict XVI, the Bishops 
priest, consecrated person, and lay faithful 
of the Catholic Church in the Popular Re-
public of China may commit themselves to 
being the sign and instrument of unity, com-
munion and peace. 

SERRA PROMOTES VOCATIONS 
 

A MISCONCEPTION AMONG  some Catholics 
is that the priest has an ideal job:  he works one day 
each week, Sunday.  They forget that the other six 
days a week, the priest works long and hard behind 
the scenes:  bringing communion to the sick and 
elderly, counseling troubled families, visiting 
school classes, preparing individuals for sacra-
ments.  Often the job is frustrating, exhausting and 
thankless, but always of vital importance. Take 
some time this week and express appreciation to 
your priests for the difficult work they do. 

SERRA CLUB MEETING  
The Serra Club of Savannah will hold its 
March meeting at St. James Catholic 
Church following the 9 a.m. Mass on Satur-
day, March 21st.   The meeting will be held 
in Room B of the Parish Center.   Father 
Tim McKeown was previously scheduled to 
speak but is unable to be with us because 
of a change in his schedule.   Father Patrick 
Van Durme, Chaplain at Hunter Army Air-
field, will be the guest speaker.  Please join 
us in meeting and welcome Father Pat.  

 

The Serra Club of Savannah 
Holy Hour for Vocations is 
scheduled for Thursday,  
April 2, at St. James Church  
at 7 p.m. 
        All are welcome to attend. 

“While He was in Jerusalem for the feast of 
Passover, many began to believe in Him when 
they saw the signs He was doing.” (John 2:23) 
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You are Wanted!! 
The Lumen Christi Adoration Chapel is in need of believers who will say,  

“Yes,”  
to our Lord’s invitation. 

 

We are looking for “Adorers” willing to commit spending one hour with our Eucharistic Lord 
on a regular basis either individually or as a member of a team covering a particular hour. 
 

You can be that person and be confident that the Lord will not be outdone in generosity.  
“Seek and you will find.  Knock and it will be opened to you.” 
 

Sign-up forms are available at the kiosk in the narthex.  You can drop the form in the basket 
designated for the Adoration chapel.  For additional information call parish office at 355-1523. 

The Shamrock, at one time 
called the “seamroy,” symbol-
izes the cross and blessed Trin-
ity.  Before the Christian era, it 
was a sacred plant of the Druids 
of Ireland because its leaves 
formed a triad.  The well known legend of 
the shamrock connects it to St. Patrick and 
his teachings.  While preach outdoors, he is 
said to have illustrated the existence of the 
Holy Trinity or “Three in One” by plucking 
a shamrock from the grass growing at his 
feet and showing it to his congregation. 

Baptismal SPONSERS 
If Catholic parents take their faith seriously, one of the more important tasks they will face is choosing spon-
sors for their child’s baptism.  Commonly referred to as godparents, sponsors really act as role models of faith 
for a child, helping parents instill the values of the Gospel in their child.  Too often the choice of sponsors has 
little to do with faith and more to do with friends and family-almost a “whose turn is it” mentality.  Sponsors 
need to be active witnesses of faith, giving each child the best possible example to follow as they grow in 
their love and understanding of God. 

Good STEWARDSHIP 
Being good stewards means that we use our gifts and resources to achieve the goals of our faith in our day-to-
day lives.  Our abilities, time and treasures all can be used to bring the Gospel message to others; a message 
of faith, hope and love.  Using the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy as a guide, we can look for way to 
practice what we preach.  To test our stewardship, we can ask a few questions.  How well do I use my gifts, 
How can I help advance the Gospel?  How well do I share God’s goodness to me with others? (Psalms 13:6) 
Being a good steward helps me keep God first in my life. 

 “For St. Patrick’s Day” 
“Get down on your knees and thank God you’re 
still on your feet.”—Irish proverb 
 
“May you live as long as you want, and never want 
as long as you live.”—Irish blessing. 

Did you Know?…. 
◊ The first Catholic Mass in an airship took place 

on the Hindenburg on May 7, 1936. 
◊ The first pontiff to fly in an airplane was Pope 

Paul VI(1963-1978) in 1964. 
◊ Amen is a Hebrew word that can mean 

“certainly,” “truly,” and “so be it.” 
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Spiritual Preparation for the Feast of Divine Mercy 
 

     This great feast of the church is celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter.  In the words of 
our Lord to Saint Faustina:  “on that day all the divine floodgates through which graces flow 
are opened.  Let no soul fear to draw near to me, even though its sins be as scarlet.” 
     The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes mercy as the loving kindness shown to 
one who offends (e.g. the mercy of God to us sinners).  The church teaches us to be merciful 
in various ways, among them the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy.  These gems of 
Catholic action provide a visible means of acting on one’s faith.  Over the next few weeks, we 
will highlight a few of the works each week with ideas on how to accomplish each work. 
 
     To learn more about the Feast of Divine Mercy, view the display in the narthex and be on 
the lookout for Divine Mercy signs around the parish which will highlight opportunities for 
Works of Mercy. 

The Spiritual Works of 
Mercy 

 
1. Admonish Sinners 
2. Instruct the uninformed 
3. Counsel the doubtful 
4. Comfort the sorrowful 
5. Bear wrongs  patiently 
6. Forgive offenses 
7. Pray for the living and 

the dead 
 

The Corporal Works of 
Mercy 

 
1. Feed the hungry 
2. Give drink to the thirsty 
3. Clothe the naked 
4. Shelter the homeless 
5. Comfort the imprisoned 
6. Visit the sick 
7. Bury the dead 
 

Good Deeds 
 

1. Prayer 
2. Fasting 
3. Almsgiving 

Works of Mercy 
Week of March 15, 2009 

 
 

Bear Wrongs  Patiently 
 

  The definition of patient is bearing provocation, annoy-
ance, misfortune, delay, hardship, pain, etc., with forti-
tude and calm without complaint, anger, or the like.  This 
week let us strive for patience in the day to day annoy-
ances of life.  Be patient with the child clamoring for 
attention.  Remain calm in the frustrations of traffic and 
say a Hail Mary instead of   $%(*#(%.  Have patience 
with nagging, whining and complaining and don’t add to 
the griping around you.  When someone offends or hurts 
you this week, bear it without complaint. 
 

Forgive Offenses 
 

  Here is a prayer from Saint Faustina:  “Help me, O 
Lord, that my tongue may be merciful so that I should 
never speak negatively of my neighbor, but have a word 
of comfort and forgiveness for all.”  This week try to 
turn any negative contact into a positive.  Make it your 
personal challenge to improve the mood of those you 
come in contact with.  A kind word in these situations 
works wonders.  Dwelling on a wrong only increases its 
size, breeding hatred, the antithesis of Christ’s love.  
Injuries, voluntary or involuntary, are inescapable; for-
giveness heals them. 
 




