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Works of Mercy 
Week of March 28, 2009 

 

   Comfort the Sorrowful 
     Sorrow can take many forms in addition to the loss of a 
loved one.  Divorce, loss of a job, serious illness, and other 
difficulties afflict many around us.  How often are we 
oblivious to the suffering of others around us or said the 
words, “I just didn’t know what to do?   
     In these situations there are three things you can always 
do.  1.  Do something.  Give a card or a small gift such as 
flowers or a meal.  It lets others know you care.  2.  If you 
can’t do something, say something.  A kind word such as 
“I’m sorry for you loss.” acknowledges the suffering and 
lets the person know you are concerned.  3.  If you don’t 
know the person you can always pray.  
 

 Bury the Dead 
     In this day and age of funeral homes and modern prac-
tices caring for the dead is taken out of our hands.  One of 
the ways we can participate is to contribute to the Bereave-
ment Ministry here at St. James.  Contact Beth Buttimer at 
441-5297.  The volunteers assist the church in providing 
hospitality after a funeral and bringing meals to grieving 
families. 
 

Pray for the Living and the Dead 
This week let us make a special effort to pray for those who 
are sick or who have lost loved ones in the parish.  The 
names are in the Book of the Sick and the bulletin.   

 
The Spiritual Works 

of Mercy 
1. Admonish Sinners 
2. Instruct the uninformed 
3. Counsel the doubtful 
4. Comfort the sorrowful 
5. Bear wrongs patiently 
6. Forgive offenses 
7. Pray for the living and 

the dead 
 
The Corporal Works 

of Mercy 
1. Feed the hungry 
2. Give drink to the thirsty 
3. Clothe the naked 
4. Shelter the homeless 
5. Comfort the imprisoned 
6. Visit the sick 
7. Bury the dead 
 

Good Deed 
1. Prayer 
2. Fasting 
3. Almsgiving 

 St. Faustina’s Prayer 
 

I want to be completely transformed into your mercy and to be your living reflection, O Lord. 
 

Help me, O Lord,  that my eyes may be merciful, so I may never suspect or judge from appearances, 
but look for what is beautiful in my neighbors’ souls and come to their rescue. 
 

Help me, that my ears may be merciful, so I may heed my neighbors’ needs and not be indifferent to 
their pains. 
 

Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may be merciful, so I should never speak negatively of my neighbor, 
but have a word of comfort and forgiveness. 
 

Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good deeds, so I may do only good to 
my neighbors by doing the difficult tasks. 
 

Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be merciful so I may feel all the sufferings of my neighbor. 
Jesus, I trust in you. 




