




















Holy Father’s Intentions
for

April 2009

General Intention
That the Lord may bless the farmers
with an abundant harvest and sensitize
the richer populations to the drama of
hunger of the world.

O God, hear my prayer

and let my cry come unto you.

Bless our Diocese of Savannah

with many priestly and

religious vocations.

Give the men and women you call
the light to understand your gift

and the love to follow always in the
footsteps of your priestly Son. Amen.

Mission Intention
That the Christians who work in areas
where the conditions of the poor, the
weak and the women and children are
most tragic, may be signs of hope,
thanks to their courageous testimony to
the Gospel of solidarity and love.

SERRA PROMOTES VOCATIONS
JESUS COMMANDED US to pray for
vocations with his words, “Pray, therefore,
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38). Take on prayer
for vocations as your personal effort to in-
crease the numbers of priests, sisters, broth-

ers, and lay ministers.
Serra for priestly and religious vocations

Kiwanis of Skidaway Island

APRIL SERRA CLUB MEETING .
APRIL 18th, 2009 Red Cross Blood Drive
After the 9am Mass Friday, April 24, 2009

In Meeti B.
n Meeting room from 8:00a.m. to 3:30p.m.

Holy Hour for Vocations Skidaway Island

The Serra Club of Savannah .
Holy Hour for Vocations will Methodist Church.

be held on Thursday, May 7, at
St. James Church at 7 p.m.

Please come and give the gift of life.
All blood types are desperately needed.

We welcome all members

of the Diocese Thank you for your cooperation.
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Thirteenth Colony Sound Chorus & Quartets

Present

Also featuring

Q Moon River Chorus

~ Savannah Youth Chorus

Savannah Skylark Quartet

Savannah Arts Academy
Downtown Sound Quartet
Skylark Chorus

Sacred Harp Singers
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With performances by
Ms. Erin Love
&
Ms. Ashley Love

Friday, April 24™ & Saturday, April 25"
at 7:30 PM
AASU Fine Arts Auditorium
Tickets $12 in advance, $15 at the door
Get your tickets from any Barbershopper
Or online at
Tickets.savannahbarbershoppers.org
Or call
(912) 351 7388 to reserve tickets.




Make a Pilgrimage without leaving town
By Peggy Cleveland

My knees shifted on the hard kneeler, while my eyes adjusted to the dimly lit interior filled with a damp,
musty smell only the age of centuries can bring. I turned my thoughts to God, began praying, and my soul
lifted to the heavens. The faint light of the church now seemed to illuminate the altar, and I felt as if I could
pray forever. I experienced a closeness to God never previously felt and suddenly understood the writings of
the saints on prayer. This is what they wrote about. It was all so clear now.

This deeply spiritual occurrence happened to me while on pilgrimage to Mexico in a very old church. A
pilgrimage is defined as: 1. a journey to a sacred place or shrine, 2. a long journey or search, especially one of
exalted purpose or moral significance. It was a profound experience for me. But when I returned home, day-
to-day life intervened; and I struggled to capture that spirituality at home. After much contemplation, I real-
ized that in making my trip I left my daily concerns behind and totally focused on God with no distractions.
Many people have similar experiences on retreats. With the economy in a tailspin and being in the midst of
sports, school, and work; an expensive pilgrimage or even a weekend retreat is just not possible for many of
us.

How would you like to make a pilgrimage right here in Savannah that will only take a few hours of your time
and won’t cost you a dime? Journey with us at St. James Catholic Church, to the great feast day of the church,
“The Feast of Divine Mercy” which we will celebrate on April 19, 2009. A program on devotion to the Divine
Mercy will begin at 1:45 pm with Maj. Gen John Roth, U.S. Army (ret) as our guest speaker. The 3:00 pm
service in the Church will include Veneration of the Image of Divine Mercy, Eucharistic Adoration, and the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. A light reception will follow the service. This is an opportunity to put aside your
cares and approach our Lord in a unique way available only once a year on this feast day.

Why is this day so important, and what makes it so different from other feast days? In 2000, Pope John

Paul II canonized a Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska and instituted The Feast of Divine Mercy. Saint
Faustina kept an extensive diary on her spiritual experiences and documented the words spoken to her by

Jesus. From the Diary, Divine Mercy in My Soul, come these words from Our Lord about this feast day. “My
daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a ref-
uge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of my
mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgive-
ness of sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace flow are opened.
Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no
mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything that exists
has come forth from the very depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its relation to me will
contemplate My love and mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very
depths of tenderness. Itis My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter.”

Every pilgrimage involves preparation, usually packing and all the logistical requirements. If you decide to
make this journey to the Divine Mercy, some preparation is in order.

Go to confession. We always start a trip in clean clothes, so make sure your soul has a little scrubbing.
Be merciful to others.

On Divine Mercy Sunday, come with an open heart ready to experience Jesus’ mercy in your life.

Go to communion on the Feast of Divine Mercy.

Contemplate these words and we hope you will join us on our pilgrimage. I promise you will not be disap-
pointed.
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