
 

Directory 
Church Office: .......................................... 912-355-1523 
School Office ........................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ............................. 912-629-2430 
Convent: ................................................... 912-355-6815 
Email: ..................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: ....................................... www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 

Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...………….Pastor 
Rev. Peter Lanshima....………...…..……....Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Patrick May…………….….…….…...Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore…………………………........Deacon 
Sr. Emily Vincent, IHM...Dir. of Evangelization & Rel. Ed 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………………....School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef….Director Early Learning CTR 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.………....Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Charles Ancheta………….Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Daniel Raffety……………….…….Business Manager 
Mrs. Susanna Powers…………………………....Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan………………………....Maintenance 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue  ~  Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00* & 11:30* am (*Nursery cancelled) 
Vigil: ...................... 5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
Weekdays….Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am 
                          Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
Saturday:…..... .................................. ………….9:00 am 
Isle of Hope:……………….8:00 am - First Sunday only 
Holy Days of Obligation: ....................................... TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: ……………Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                                  Rosary, Adoration and Benediction 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm                                
 ................................ Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm and by appointment 
Baptism:……...…….Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………For Anointing, or in case of an   
emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………...Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel…............24/7 

December 26, 2021 

St. James Church Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy  Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.   You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 

Pastor’s Corner 
Holy Family Sunday  

 

 
Merry Christmas! 
Merry Christmas to each of you and your families! As we celebrate these Holy Days, be assured that I remember 
and include all of you in my prayers and masses. As a Christian community, we celebrate the eight days, the 
Octave of Christmas as if we were celebrating Christmas! Now that is a beautiful gift!  
 
For our secular society, Christmas is over on December 26th. For us, my friends, we are just starting our 
celebration! The celebration commences on the 25th and runs for 8 whole days through January 1st. For us 
Christians, each day during that Octave is like celebrating Christmas all over again!  
 
So, how do we mark this Christmas season? Leave the tree up! Leave the lights and the wreaths out! Keep out all 
the decorations beautifying your home! In fact, leave them up until we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord (when we 
celebrate Jesus being baptized by John in the Jordan) on January 9th. You worked hard decorating your home for 
Christmas! Let’s leave them up the whole Christmas Season!  
 
Remember that this celebration is a Christian celebration! We write the rules of how we can celebrate! The world 
is the happy recipient of our Feasts and celebrations. You’re welcome, world! But don’t come and tell us to take 
down our decorations or stop celebrating Christmas on the 26th of December! This is our Feast, our celebration! 
Let’s celebrate our redemption, our salvation, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, who was born to us in that stable in 
Bethlehem! 
 
PS – Don’t be surprised if you hear me greet you on December 29th or January 5th with “Merry Christmas”! Maybe 
we should all do that! From December 25 – January 9, let’s start a St. James tradition – greeting one another with 
“Merry Christmas” throughout the whole Christmas Season!  
 
Merry Christmas! 
May the peace, joy, and love of Jesus be in your hearts and homes as we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 



 

Gold and Silver Wedding Jubilee Anniversary Mass.                    
          
Bishop Stephen D. Parkes invites all couples celebrating 
their Silver or Gold (25th or 50th) Wedding Anniversary 
in 2022 to join him for a special Mass and light reception 
on Sunday,  February 20, 2022 at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Cathedral Basilica of Saint John the Baptist. Register 
online by December 31 at diosav.org/gold-and-silver to 
receive details Please call the Diocesan Office of 
Marriage, Family, and Respect Life at 912-201-4068 with 
questions.  

 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
**Please pray daily for our Priests & Seminarians 

 

12/26 Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14,Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, Col 3:12-21,Lk 2:41-52 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. May 
9:00 am + Mary Caputo ~ Fr. Firmin 
11:30 am + Andy Speir, 1st Anniversary  ~ Fr. Peter 
 
 

**Gerald Ragan, Carlos Rivero, Mark Ross, Michael Roverse, Rudy Roxas | 
Deacon Esteban Mallar | Sr. Amanda Marie Russell  
 

12/27 Monday Feast of Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist  
1 Jn 1: 1-4/ Ps 97: 1-2. 5-6. 11-12/ Jn 20: 1a and 2-8  
 

No 7:00 am    
8:30 am         + Nona Baechle, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Peter 
10:30 am (Rivers Edge)     Fr. May   
 

**Robert Schlageter, Christopher Schreck, J. Gerard Schreck, Jude Shayo  
 | Lewis King | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

12/28 Tuesday           Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
1 Jn 1: 5-2: 2/ Ps 124: 2-3. 4-5. 7b-8/ Mt 2: 13-18 
 

No 7:00 am  
8:30 am + John George ~ Fr. May 
 

**Joseph Smith, Finbarr Stanton, Nathaniel Swann, Vincente Terrazas   
 |  Francisco Gamboa | Sr. Mary Christine Zabel 
 

12/29 Wednesday     The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
1 Jn 2: 3-11/ Ps 96: 1-2a. 2b-3. 5b-6/ Lk 2: 22-35  
 

No 7:00 am    
8:30 am + David Bruyette, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:30 pm Special Intention, Louis Molella Family ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**John Reynolds Ha Tran, Patrick Tuttle, Mark Van Alstine, Emanuel 
 Vasconcelos  |  Tony Visintainer   | Sr. Jennifer Maria O’Neill 
 

12/30 Thursday     The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 
1 Jn 2: 12-17/ Ps 96: 7-8a. 8b-9. 10/ Lk 2: 36-40 
 

No 7:00 am  
8:30 am + Ann Considine, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. May 
 

**J. Scott Winchel, John Wright, Richard Young, Frank Ziemkiewicz   
 |  Kevin Braski    | Sr. Rachel Elizabeth Wilson 
 

12/31 Friday       The Seventh Day of the Octave of Christmas 
1 Jn 2: 18-21/ Ps 96: 1-2. 11-12. 13/ Jn 1: 1-18  
 

No 7:00 am  
8:30 am     Special Intention, The Bratz Family ~ Fr. Firmin 
2:30 pm (Riverview)    Fr. Peter 
5:00 pm     + Tony Sanfilipo ~ Fr. Firmin  
 

**All Deceased Priests | Ziemowit Janaszek  | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

1/1 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God 
Nm 6: 22-27/ Ps 67: 2-3. 5. 6. 8 (2a)/ Gal 4: 4-7/ Lk 2: 16-21  
 

9:00 am Special Intention, Bonnie Macaulay ~ Fr. Peter 
5:00 pm  + Martha Kawalski ~ TBD 
 

**Bishops Stephen Parkes and J. Kevin Boland | Deacon Will Cook   
 | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

1/2 The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60: 1-6/ Ps 72: 1-2.7-8. 10-11. 12-13/ Eph 3: 2-3a. 5-6/ Mt 2: 1-12    

 

7:30 am For the People 
8:00 am (IOH) TBD 
Special Intention for the healing of victims of abuse and for the purification of the Church 
9:00 am + Renate Reinken ~ TBD 
11:30 am + Gregoria Dagsann  ~ TBD 
 
 

**Jason Adams, Theodore Agba, Jacob Almeter, Fredy Angel,  
        Samuel Aniekwe | Deacon Esteban Mallar | Sr. Amanda Marie Russell 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK… 

Father, your only son took upon himself the     
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through His 
passion and cross He taught us how good can be 
brought out of  suffering. Look upon our brothers and 
sisters who are ill.  In the midst of illness and pain,  
may they be united with Christ, who heals both body 
and soul;  may they know the consolation promised to 
those who  suffer and be fully restored to health.  

~ Through Christ our Lord.  ~Amen.  
 

In order for  a name to be added to the list below, 
one of their immediate  family members must  
notify the church office at 912-355-1523.  
Thank you! 
 

Please pray for all the sick of our Parish    
Community. Names will be listed here for 4 weeks 
and then will be entered into the Book of the Sick 
unless the office is notified otherwise):  
Franciso Gamboa, Nick Turchiano, Paul Bratz, Paul 
Baldwin, Richard Mirana, Linda & Sonny Harper, 
Lynne Carey, Dwight Morgan, Michael & Isabelle 
Polese, Tom Lanahan, Joann Faust, David & Hazel 
Shockley, Marie Orvin, Eleanor Collini Farkas, Walter 
O’Leary, and all those listed in the book of the sick.   
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD…        

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, through 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the 
saints, grant that our relatives, friends, and benefactors, 
who have passed from this world may come to share 
your eternal happiness in the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord.~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Tony Sanfilipo, Ray Harrell, Monsignor William 
O’Neill, John George  and all our deceased family and 
friends. 

We would like to welcome the  
following to our parish: 
 

Lawrence & Jennifer Baldwin & Family 
Leland & Megan Dampier & Family 
Tyler & Kelsey DeBlieux & Family 

Christopher & Joanna Little & Family 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

 
 

December 12th, 2021  $27,530 
2021/22 Weekly Goal  $26,224 
2021/22 Fiscal YTD:  $524,941 
 

(Fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30) 
\ 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of Treasure.  
The offertory is the  primary means of support for the parish and  
provides programs, support, and services to our parishioners, school 
and community. 

Sign up for Online Giving by visiting  our parish website at 

www.stjamessav.com and selecting the Online Giving link.    If 

you have any  questions please contact Dan Raffety at  912-355-

1523 or email: DRaffety@stjamessav.com   

St. James Happenings 
 

12/26 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

4:00pm  Eucharistic Holy Hour with Vespers-Deacon Lou 

12/27 Monday Church office closed 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Fr.  Peter  

3:00-8:45pm SJS BB -PC/gym 

12/28 Tuesday   Church office closed 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church-Fr.  May   

5:00-8:45ppm SJS BB -PC/gym 

5:00-6:00pm Pro-Life Holy Hour– Church 
12/29 Wednesday    

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church-Fr. Firmin 

1:00pm  Church office closes 

3:00-8:45pm SJS BB -PC/gym 

12/30 Thursday 

7:45-8:45am Confessions-Fr. May 
1:00pm  Church office closes 

5:00-8:15pm SJS BB-PC/gm 

12/31  Friday    Church office closed 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church-Fr. Firmin 

 
1/1 First  Saturday  Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God  

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
8:30am Rosary 

3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Fr. Firmin 
1/2         The  Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00– 5:00pm Eucharistic Holy Hour with Vespers-Fr. May 
St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News 

 

The Food pantry is every third Saturday of the month in the St. 
James parking lot from 10am—11:30 a.m. Please call the food 
pantry registration line at 912-800-9006 to register for the food 
distribution. The following items are needed to restock the 
pantry especially: beef stews, peanut butter, canned meat and 
spaghetti sauce in plastic jars.  Please do not donate items that 
are not on this list.  We cannot accept any items in glass 
containers or that have expired.  St. James Parish Food Pantry 
Ministry,  the Social Apostolate and Second Harvest Food 
Bank work together to provide food for families and 
individuals in our community on the third Saturday of each 
month.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

                                             
 
 
 

Please place all items in the basket provided in the Narthex.             
Thank you for your participation and sharing in this ministry. 
For more information or to volunteer, please contact the church 
office at 912-355-1523. 

Packaged or canned meat, tuna, chicken 
Beef stew, or chunky soup preferably cans with pull tops) 

Canned pork & beans 
Canned vegetables & fruits 
Canned spaghetti with tomato or meat sauce  
Peanut Butter & Jelly                                
Breakfast Bars 
Healthy snacks including nuts, granola bars 
Cereal including individually packaged oatmeal 
Evaporated milk and shelf stable milk 

        Shelf stable complete meals 

Adorers Needed! 
Are you looking to add to your prayer life?  Are you in need of a 
“time out” from the busy-ness of life?  Consider committing to one 
hour to sit with Our Lord!  
The following times are needing adorers ASAP. 
Mon-Wed. 2AM, 3AM, 4AM, 5AM; Fri. 8PM, 9PM, 10PM, 11PM 

Sat. any hour from  12PM-9PM 
Sign up by emailing  Becky Murphy @ captola@gmail.com 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Help aging religious 
Religious give thanks.  A sister writes, “Our prayers belong 
most of all to the generous benefactors whose donations 
have made this financial assistance possible.”  Thank you for 
Supporting last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious 
collection.  Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift 
supports elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests.  

On behalf of the  
Diocese of Savannah Catholic Schools,  

we want to thank you for  
your continued generosity.  

Solemnity Mary, Mother of God  

Friday ~ December 31, 2021 ~ Vigil Mass  

5:00 P.M. 

Saturday ~  January 1, 2022 ~ Mass  

9:00 A.M. 



 



 

Sunday Bible Study - 10:15 am - 11:15 am - beginning 1/9/22 
Philippians/Colossians/Philemon 
Philippians is a major reference for virtue; therefore, in this class we will also review the 7 primary virtues 
and the 7 deadly sins.  

 
Monday Women’s Bible Study - 8:30 am - 11:00 am - beginning 2/7/22 
Wisdom - God’s Vision for Life 
“Drawing on the wisdom literature of the Bible—Proverbs, Wisdom, Sirach, and Ecclesiastes—Wisdom: 
God’s Vision for Life will teach you how to actively seek sound guidance and increase your sense of peace in 
navigating life. In everything from friendships to finances, from making decisions to attaining peace of mind, 
Scripture offers a vision for happiness and well-being.”  
 

Monday Women’s Bible Study - 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - beginning 2/7/22 
Beholding Your King - Walking with Purpose 
“We’ll study King David, select psalms, the temple, and many Old Testament prophets and see the ways in 
which they all point to the coming King of Kings, Jesus Christ . . . we’ll discuss: Prophecies about Jesus in the 
Old Testament, and their effect on people past and present . . . God’s steady purpose in both the Old and New 
Covenants, and the promises He kept to all of us.” 
 

Wednesday Bible Study - 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - beginning 2/2/22 
The Activated Disciple  
The Activated Disciple will help you become more like Christ as you cultivate the eight characteristics that are 
the most important in the life of a disciple: Love, Forgiveness, Humility, Patience, Selflessness, Kindness, 
Attentiveness, & Contrition. As you reorient your life toward Jesus, you will notice the profound 
transformation a close relationship with him brings. The Activated Disciple will help you take your faith to the 
next level.  

 
Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  __________________________________________ Phone:  ________________________________  
 
I am registering for:      
 
❑ Sunday morning - Philippians/Colossians 
❑ Monday morning - Wisdom 

❑    Monday evening - Beholding Your King 
❑ Wednesday evening - The Activated   
        Disciple* 
 
❑ *Yes, I’d like to order a copy of the optional  
       The Activated Disciple book for an  
       additional  $15--for a total of $25. 

Winter/Spring ‘22  
Adult Faith Formation Programs 

On Wednesday mornings, we will continue That Man Is You -TMIY (6:20 am - 7:30 am) in the gym and Bible Study (9:30 am - 
11:00 am) Newcomers are always welcome to join! For TMIY, contact Brian at BKennedy@its.jnj.com or 912-661-0546 or Paul at 
PLambert@celestialbiz.com or 912-484-4670. For Bible Study, contact Ellen at E.Pinck@comcast.net or 912-598-7420.  

All classes will be held in the St. James Church Mercy 
Conference Room. 
 

Each class is $10*. Make check payable to St. James 
Church. For credit card payment, register online at 
www.stjamessav.com/forms/adult-faith-formation-ws2022 
 

Questions? Contact SrEmilyVincent@StJamesSav.com 
or 912-600-2153. 

❑ I am not currently a parishioner of St. James, but am interested in becoming one! 



 

Parish Mission Book Recommendations 
 
What a wonderful parish retreat we had earlier this month! Father McKeown inspired so many 
people on how to enhance their relationship with God through many methods of prayer. There 
were four books he recommended that are listed below. Buy a belated Christmas gift for 
yourself or someone else! Let these books enhance your spiritual new year resolution! 
 
Available at Saints and Shamrocks:  
Psalm Basics for Catholics by John Bergsma  

Five Loaves and Two Fish by Venerable Cardinal Francis Xavier Nguyen  
 
Available in Church office for $3 (English and Español Available): 
Miracle Hour: A Method of Prayer That Will Change Your Life  by Linda Schubert 
Into the Deep by Dan Burke 

Access to Formed.org.  1. Visit formed.org  2. Click on “sign up” and then click “Sign up as a parishioner”  3. 
Enter Parish Code: NHNFN2 or Parish name (St. James) 4. Enter your email and create a password  (You will 
use this to log in later). You can get Formed on your phone, tablet, Roku, Amazon Firestick,  AppleTV.  En-
joy! 

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO ST. JAMES PARISHIONERS! 
This year, our Christmas Gift to our parishioners is, Beautiful Hope - Finding Hope 
Every Day in a Broken World compiled by Dynamic Catholic! 
 
“. . . What gives you hope? What are your hopes and dreams . . .? What sustains 
that hope and turns those dreams into reality?” You’ll read inspirational answers to 
these questions from contributors including Pope Francis, Archbishop José H. 
Gomez, Matthew Kelly, Dr. Allen R. Hunt, Fr. Mike Schmitz, Sr. Miriam James 
Heidland, Fr. Jacques Philippe, and many other “ordinary Catholics dealing with 
every day life with all its challenges and problems, just like you!”  
 
Books are on the tables in the Narthex. Books in Español are also available.  



 

ABUSE HOTLINE... To report sexual abuse of a minor by a 

Diocese of Savannah employee or  volunteer, call the abuse 

hotline at 888-357-5330 or the  Office for Protection of 

Children & Young people at 912-201-4073. To read the 

policy on sexual abuse of minors, go to 

www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

Mass Live Streamed - 9:00 a.m.   
Like us on Facebook for access:                         
https://www.facebook.com/
stjamessavcatholicchurch/  

For your relatives and neighbors who don’t have 
Facebook, tell them they can go right to our website 
at  https://www.stjamessav.com/livestream.   

Sunday Holy Hour at 4:00 p.m.  
We continue to pray together each Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in 
front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. We conclude with 
Evening Prayer. Please join us so that you can experience a 
beautiful hour of intimacy with our Lord!   

Cursillo Weekend Encounter   
What is Cursillo?                                        
Cursillo is a movement of the Catholic Church that 
makes it possible for people to live what is 
fundamental to being a Catholic Christian. It helps 
people discover and fulfill their personal vocation, 
and it promotes the creation of core groups of 
Christians who transform their environment through 
living the Gospel.  It is for you if you feel called to a 

deeper commitment to your faith and are looking for a way to sustain 
your Christian journey.  There will be a Cursillo weekend encounter 
in Collins, GA on Thurs, Jan 27 – Sun, Jan 30 for women and on 
Thurs, Feb 3 – Sun, Feb 6 for men. For more information, contact 
Sally Arman sallyarman@comcast.net  912-598-2177 or Chuck 
Medlock chuckmedlock@aol.com  912-661-3962 

Volunteer Optician needed for an Eye 
Mission Trip to The Dominican Republic 
 

One or two opticians are needed to join The St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church Eye Mission Team January 29th to 
February 5th 2022. Team members include 
ophthalmologists, optometrists, & opticians along with 
lay members providing eye exams, dispensing glasses, 
identifying eye diseases & treating the conditions with 
medications & surgery. Proficiency in Spanish is not 
required but helpful, but Covid 19 vaccination is 
mandatory. 
Lodging & meals are provided free & the airfare cost 
will be covered by our supporters. The experience of 
giving is very rewarding & life changing. 
Please contact Hank Croci @ 912-598-2876 or @ 
crocis@comcast.net to learn more about any details & 
questions you may have. Thank You. 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamessavcatholicchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamessavcatholicchurch/
https://www.stjamessav.com/livestream
mailto:sallyarman@comcast.net
mailto:chuckmedlock@aol.com
mailto:crocis@comcast.net


 



 



 



 


