
 

Directory 
Church Office: ............................................. 912-355-1523 
School Office ............................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ................................ 912-629-2430 
Convent:....................................................... 912-355-6815 
Email: ......................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: ........................................... www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...…………..Pastor 
Rev. Peter Lanshima....………...…..…….....Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….…...Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore………………………….........Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………....Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….……….School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef…...Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.…………...Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta…………...Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….……..Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers……………………………...Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan……………………….......Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck………………………………...Maintenance 

 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 

 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00* & 11:30* am (*Nursery available) 
Vigil: .......................... 5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
Weekdays….Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am 
                          Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
Saturday:…..... ...................................... ………….9:00 am 
Isle of Hope:………………....8:00 am - First Sunday only 
Holy Days of Obligation: .......................................... .TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: ……………..Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                    (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                             Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by appointment 
Baptism:……...…….Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………For anointing, or in case of an   
emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………...Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel…............24/7 

 

The Holy family of  Jesus, mary, and Joseph 

December 31, 2023  

St. James Church Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 



 



 



 



 

Pastor’s Corner 
Holy Family Sunday  

 

  
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Since we are still in the Octave of Christmas, I continue to wish you and your families a MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
For us Christians, Christmas begins on December 25th with the Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ and it ends 
with the Feast of Baptism of the Lord (this year on January 9th). This is the Christmas Season! We should be greeting people 
with the words, “Merry Christmas” each day of this Season! One more week! Let’s hear it…MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY 
The Sunday within the Octave of Christmas is Holy Family Sunday on which we reflect on the beauty and the dignity of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph. At Christmas, we celebrate the birth of God made man. He so humbled Himself that he submitted to 
human limitations and human learning. Imagine that home with Jesus being taught by Joseph and Mary. Think of the 
magnificence of those two, our brother and sister in the flesh! What a man! What a woman! They are for us the greatest of all 
the saints in the heavenly kingdom! The two greatest human beings to have ever lived! Family life is celebrated this day – all 
the ups and downs, the highs and lows, the glories and the guts, the good times and bad times, the health and sickness, the 
peace and the chaos, the joy and the hurts. No family is immune from the human experience. May each of our families pull 
together and go through those times as one – leaning on each other, learning from each other, and loving each other.  
May Peace, Joy, Hope, and Love fill the life of your family to overflowing! 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
On this Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God (not a Holy Day of Obligation tomorrow), we ring in a new year! We are 
expecting exciting new things here at St. James Church and School this next year that everyone will find joyful and glorious! I 
cannot go into details right now, but stay tuned and have patience! The good work the Lord Jesus has done in our parish 
community since 1956 will continue in extraordinary ways this year! I am so deeply grateful that I am here with you for this 
exciting journey! 
 

As we make resolutions this year, please remember to make a spiritual resolution! What will you do this year to deepen and 
increase your love for Jesus? Perhaps it is reflecting on his life while praying the rosary. Maybe the increase happens by 
attending the 7:00 am mass or the 8:30 am mass twice a week. Going to the Sacrament of Confession once a month would be a 
great practice to incorporate in your life! Perhaps you would like to come to the Adoration Chapel to spend some time with 
the Lord once a week or once a month. Maybe you will decide to read a spiritual book about the saints or an explanation of our 
faith every other month. Whatever you decide to do, know that we, your priests, your deacon, and your sisters, are here to 
assist you! 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 



 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Josie Lee, Paul Baldwin, Jane 
O’Brian, David Shockley, Elizabeth Jacobi, Pauline 
Winjum, Brian DeRouen, Diane Roberson, Susan 
DuBois, Margie O’Keeffe, Robin Olson, Kelley 
Weston, Pamela De Guzman, John Tumino, and all 
those listed in the book of the sick. 
 

In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Frank Boland, Ed Field, Jaylyn Archer, Carol  
Angers, Rita Vale and all our deceased family and 
friends. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
**Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters  

 
12/31    Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:22-40 
 

7:30 am + Alan Lynch ~ Fr. King 

*9:00 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin 
*11:30 am + Thomas Odom ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**All deceased priests, Deacon Lou Santore | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

1/1 Monday Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21  
 

9:30 am  Fr. Peter 
 

**Bishops Stephen Parkes and J. Kevin Boland |  Deacon Francisco Gamboa  
 | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

1/2 Tuesday Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 
 Bishops & Doctors of the Church 
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 
 

7:00 am + Le Van Cu ~ Fr. Peter  
8:30 am Fr. King 
 

**Jason Adams, Theodore Agba, Jacob Almeter, Fredy Angel,  
 Samuel Aniekwe | Kevin Braski | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

1/3 Wednesday Most Holy Name of Jesus 
1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34 
 

7:00 am + Ly Ngoc Tuan ~ Fr. King  
8:30 am Fr. Peter 
5:30 pm Fr. Firmin 
 

**Emmanuel Antwi, John Ariko, David Arnoldt, Christopher Awiliba  
 | Ziemowit Janaszek | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

1/4 Thursday St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42 
 

7:00 am Fr. Firmin  
8:30 am Fr. King 
 

**Tomas Beroch, Godfred Boachie-Yiadom, Brett Brannen,  
 Joey Buencamino | Jared Miller | Samantha Rintoul  
 

1/5 Friday St. John Neumann, Bishop 
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100; 1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51 
 

7:00 am    + Joe & Eleanor Foley ~ Fr. Peter  
8:30 am     Fr. Firmin 
9:30 am (School)     + Fernando Martinez    
 

**Anthony Phong Bui, Juan Carlos Castillo, Michael Cerrone,  
 Robert Chaney |  Sr. Jennifer Maria O’Neill  
 

1/6 Saturday Saint André Bessette, Religious 
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38  
 

9:00 am  Special Intention, Bonnie MacAulay ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:00 pm + Rosina Tramonti, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**Douglas Clark, Casey Cole, William Cook,  P. James Costigan  
 |  Fred Williams | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 

1/7 The Epiphany of the Lord 
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
      

7:30 am + Gerry McManus ~ Fr. King 
8:00 am (IOH) For the People  

*9:00 am Fr. Firmin 
Special Intention for the healing of victims of abuse and for the purification of the Church 
*11:30 am + Arturo Santos ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**Gabriel Cummings, Benjamin Dallas, Matthew Ericksen, Rafael Estrada   
 | Tuan Joseph Vuong | Sr. Stephanie Gabriel 

*The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during the 9:00 AM and  

11:30 AM Sunday Masses located in the Early Learning Center, Class Room #2.  



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
 

December 17, 2023   $32,182.32 
 

YTD Offertory: July 1st through December 17th 
 

2022 Actual    $688,183.23 
2023 Budget    $708,929.20 
2023 Actual    $695,662.32 
 

 

ACA Progress Report as of December 1st, 2023 
 

Total Given:                $167,943.40 
ACA Parish Goal:       $121,734.00 
% Participation: 24.52 
 

\ 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship 
of Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of 
support for the parish and  provides programs, 
support, and services to our parishioners, school and 
community. 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our 

parish website at www.stjamessav.com 

and select the Online Giving link.   If you 

have any questions please contact Mark 

Kolbush at  912-355-1523 or email:  

Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

ABUSE HOTLINE  To report sexual abuse of a 

minor by a Diocese of Savannah employee or  

volunteer, call the abuse hotline at 888-357-

5330 or the  Office for Protection of Children & 

Young people at 912-201-4073. To read the 

policy on sexual abuse of minors, go to 

www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

12/31 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
8:30-9:00pm SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
4:00-5:00pm Holy Hour with Vespers-Church 
 

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his continued healing  
daily after the 8:30am Mass in the Cry Room 

 

1/1 Monday  Happy New Year! 
   Church office Closed 

1/2 Tuesday           
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 
5:00-6:00pm Pro-life Rosary Holy Hour-Church 
5:00-6:00pm Confessions-Church 
6:30-8:00pm RCIA-Mercy Conference Room 
1/3 Wednesday  

SJS Classes Resume 
6:20-7:30am TMIY-PC/gym   
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 
9:30-11:00am Adult Bible Study-Mercy Conference Room 

11:00am-3:00pm  SJS Faculty Meeting 
3:00-8:30pm SJS BB-PC/gym 
6:30-8:00pm Adult Faith Series-Mercy Conference Rm 
6:30-8:00pm Adult Choir Practice-Church 

1/4 Thursday   
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 
2:15-2:45pm SJS Rehearsal-Church 
3:00-4:00pm SJS Children’s Rosary-Church 

3:00-8:30pm SJS BB-PC/gym 
6:00-8:00pm DOI Mtg-Cry Rm 
1/5 Friday  
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

3:00-8:30pm SJS BB-PC/gym 
1/6 Saturday  
7:30am-3:00pm Carmelite Secular Mtg-Mercy Conference Rm 
8:30am  Rosary-Church 

11:00am  Baptism-Church-Fr. King 
3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Church 
9:00am-1:00pm SJS BB-PC/gym 
1/7 The Epiphany of the Lord  
8:15-10:00pm SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:15-11:15am PREP-SJS 
4:00-5:00pm Holy Hour with Vespers-Church 

Cursillo Weekend Encounter 
  

What is Cursillo? Cursillo is a movement of the 
Catholic Church that makes it possible for people to 
live what is fundamental to being a Catholic 

Christian. It helps people discover and fulfill their personal 
vocation, and promotes the creation of core groups of Christians 
who transform their environment through living the Gospel. 
  

It is for you if you feel called to a deeper commitment to 
your faith and are looking for a way to sustain your 
Christian journey. 
 

There will be a Cursillo weekend encounter in Collins, GA 
on Thurs, Jan 25 – Sun, Jan 28 for men and                                                           
on Thurs, Feb 1 – Sun, Feb 4 for women. 
  

For more information, contact Sally Arman  
sallyarman@comcast.net  912-598-2177 or 
Chuck Medlock chuckmedlock@aol.com             
912-661-3962  

mailto:sallyarman@comcast.net
mailto:chuckmedlock@aol.com


 

  

Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)             
Holiday ScheduleThe St. James PREP program will be on 
break for Christmas and New Year’s from Sunday, December 
24 until Sunday, January 7. PREP classes will resume on 
Sunday, January 7, 2024, at 10:15 a.m. A General Parent 
Meeting is also scheduled that day; parents/guardians of PREP 
students should plan to attend. We wish all of our PREP 
families a blessed and joy-filled Christmas and hopeful New 
Year! 

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News 
Our Food Pantry is every third Saturday of the 

month in the school cafeteria from 10:00 am – 

11:30 am.  Our next food pantry distribution 

will be January 20th For more information, 

please call the Food Pantry line at 912-800-9006. If you 

would like to volunteer, please call the church office at 

912-355-1523. We CANNOT accept any items in 

glass containers or that have expired. St. James Food 

Pantry in Urgent Need of Items to Restock the Shelves.                                               

ADDITIONAL ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED 

Pancake mix  Canned pork & beans  

Shelf stable milk  Toothpaste & Toothbrushes                   

Laundry detergent 

Shelf stable complete meals:  Beef stew, or chunky soups 

(preferably cans with pull tops), healthy snacks including 

nuts, granola bars. 

Oatmeal 
Canned chicken 
Tuna fish                    
Jelly & Peanut butter 
Dry macaroni                    
Spaghetti sauce 

Breakfast bars               
Breakfast cereal  
Canned fruits     
Kleenex     
Toilet paper    
Low sodium soups & Veg  



 



 



 


