
 

Directory 
Church Office: ................................................... 912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...…………..Pastor 
Rev. Peter Lanshima....………...…..…….....Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….…...Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore………………………….........Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………....Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….……….School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef…...Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.…………...Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta . …………...Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….……..Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers……………………………...Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan ……………………….......Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck………………………………...Maintenance 

 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00* & 11:30* am (*Nursery available) 
Vigil: ................................ 5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays….Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                           Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:………………....8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:..................................................TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: ……………..Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                    (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                             Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...…….Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………For anointing, or in case of an   
emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………...Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel…............24/7 

 

First Sunday of Lent 

February 18, 2024  

St. James Church Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 

Mass times  
7 AM, 8:30 AM and 5:30 PM.                                        

Ashes to be distributed at the Masses. 



 

 

 



 

From the Office of the Bishop—Lenten Penance Requirements – (Canons 1251 – 1252)                                                                                                                             
Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. In addition, all 
Catholics 14 years old and older must abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of 
Lent.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Fasting as explained by the U.S. bishops means partaking of only one full meal. Some food (not equaling another full meal) 
is permitted at breakfast and around midday or in the evening—depending on when a person chooses to eat the main or full 
meal.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

   Abstinence forbids the eating of meat, but not of eggs, milk products or condiments made of animal fat. 
   
 Abstinence does not include meat juices and liquid foods made from meat. Thus, such foods as chicken broth, consommé 
soups cooked or flavored with meat, meat gravies or sauces, as well as seasonings or condiments made from animal fat are 
not forbidden. So it is permissible to use margarine and lard. Even bacon drippings which contain little bits of meat may be 
poured over lettuce as seasoning.  

Pastor’s Corner 
1st Sunday of Lent 

 
  

RITE OF SENDING AND RITE OF ELECTION 
On the First Sunday of Lent, we celebrate the Rite of Sending and the Rite of Election. At the 11:30 AM mass, we will have 
the Rite of Sending in which we, as a St. James Catholic Community, send to the Bishop those who will be baptized at the 
Easter Vigil and those who will come into full communion with the Church on Easter Sunday! This is an ancient rite in the 
Church. We have a few people who will receive the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist for the first 
time at the Easter Vigil! In preparation for that, we testify that they are now entering a more intense period of preparation as 
the time is near for the celebration of the Easter Sacraments. They write their names in the Book of the Elect at the Rite of 
Election with the Bishop on Sunday afternoon at the Cathedral Basilica. 
 
So, what does it mean that these Catechumens are called Elect? When someone makes that public declaration that they are 
going to be baptized soon and when the Church receives that declaration, they now rejoice in the same rights and obligations as 
any baptized member of the Christian faithful. In other words, the Church regards them as having a baptism by desire. There 
are too many rights and obligations to enunciate them here. It is enough to say that we treat them as if they were baptized in 
some ways, but they are still in preparation and immediate formation. Please pray for them as they begin this proximate 
journey towards the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 
 
PARISH LENTEN PRACTICE 
This Lent, once again, I would like to ask everyone in our St. James Parish to add a community prayer during this Season of 
Lent. As one community supporting each other in the faith, please pray an Our Father, Hail Mary, and a Glory be for all our 
St. James parishioners throughout Lent. Let’s pray especially that those brothers and sisters in Christ who are not coming to 
weekly Sunday mass would begin to do so. We have many people who are part of our St. James community who are not 
attending regularly or are lukewarm about their faith. Please pray especially for them this Lent. 
 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
This weekend is the in-pew appeal and a lay witness talk to encourage participation in the 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal. Ms. 
Maureen Coates, Director of Stewardship and Development, will be our lay witness speaker. Thank you for all who have 
contributed. I invite all those who have not yet made a gift to participate in the building up of the Kingdom of God in our 
diocese by being the Presence of Jesus to those throughout our Diocese of Savannah! I look forward to meeting our goal once 
again this year! 
 
May the Lord Jesus bless you and your families abundantly this week! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 



 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Phin Michael, Bob Tarjan, Paul 
Baldwin, Joe Harty, Susan Reyes, Jody Moran, 
Thomas Hoover, Brian DeRouen, Robin Olson, 
Kelley Weston, Pamela De Guzman and all those 
listed in the book of the sick. 
 

In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Jeanne Lamson, John McElroy, Edmund Coulson, 
Rose Tootle, Sr. Kathleen Fitzgerald, and all our 
deceased family and friends. 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to our new members: 
 

Gene & Kim Becker 

Jamie Gray 

Rachel Mascolo 

Kristina Philott-Phillips 

Faith Pinault 

Lauren Seifert 

Pamela Young 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
**Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters  

 
 2/18 First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22, Mt 4:4b; Mk 1:12-15 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. King  

*9:00 am + Barinda Dasgupta ~ Fr. Ronald Gatman 
*11:30 am + Ivelyse Diaz ~ Fr. Peter  
 

**Nicholas Mansell, John Markham, Allan McDonald, William McIntyre  
 |  Gilbert Ofori Mensah  | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

2/19 Monday 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mt 25:31-46   
 

7:00 am Fr. King   
8:30 am + Bill Anderson, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**Timothy McKeown, Odel Medina, Pablo Migone, Richard Minch  
 | Stephen Owusu Dwamena  | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso  
 

2/20 Tuesday 
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19; Mt 6:7-15  
 

7:00 am + John McElroy ~ Fr. Peter  
8:30 am + Peter Kaufman ~ Fr. King 
 

**Thomas Murphy, Thomas Nellis, Kim Son Nguyen, Martino Nguyen  
             | Benjamin Aler, Christian Corulli  | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

2/21 Wednesday  
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Jl 2:12-13; Lk 11:29-32  
 

7:00 am     Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am     Fr. Peter 
5:30 pm     Fr. King  
 

**Peter Hung Nguyen, Fred Nijem, Patrick O’Brien, Daniel O’Connell   
 | Deacon Francisco Gamboa  |  Samantha Rintoul  
 

2/22 Thursday Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle 
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:18; Mt 16:13-19 
 

7:00 am Fr. Firmin  
8:30 am + Reba Murray ~ Fr. King  
 

**Paul O’Connell, Kevin O’Keefe, Michael O’Keefe, Paulinus Okpala  
 |  Kevin Braski | Sr. Jennifer Maria O’Neill    
 

2/23 Friday 
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; Mt 5:20-26  
 

7:00 am + Warren Lambert ~ Fr. Peter           
8:30 am + Stephen Tootle ~ Fr. Firmin 
 

**Keith O’Neill, Barnabas O'Reilly, Brian O’Shaughnessy, Patrick Otor   
 | Ziemowit Janaszek  | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson  
 

2/24 Saturday 
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119;1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
 

9:00 am Special Intention, Cecilia Picchietti ~ Fr. Peter 
5:00 pm + Shirley Charles ~ Fr. Firmin 
 

**Peter Oyenugba, Ronald Pachence, Francis Patterson, Steven Pavignano  
 | Jared Miller | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

2/25 Second Sunday of Lent 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin 

*9:00 am + Ed Field ~ Fr. Peter 
*11:30 am Fr. King 
 

**Francois Pellissier, Thomas Peyton, Robert Phillips, Carlos Pinzon  
 | Noah Pace | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 

* The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during 
Masses as denoted. The Nursery is located in the Early 
Learning Center, Classroom #2 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
 

February 11, 2024   $23,562.88 
 
 

YTD Offertory: July 1st through February 11th 

2022-23 Actual   $984,106.38 
2023-24 Budget            $1,013,773.25 
2023-24 Actual   $984,383.56 
 

2024 ACA First Progress Report TBA  
 

Total Given:                TBA 
ACA Parish Goal:       $133,753.00 
% Participation:          TBA 

\ 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship 
of Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of 
support for the parish and  provides programs, 
support, and services to our parishioners, school and 
community. 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our parish website  

at www.stjamessav.com and select the Online Giving link.   

If you have any questions please contact Mark Kolbush at  

912-355-1523 or email:  Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

2/18 First Sunday of Lent 
8:30-9:00am SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

No PREP-SJS 

10:15pm  Baptism-Church-Fr. Peter 

11:30am  Rite of Sending –Church 

12:30pm  RCIA  Luncheon-PC/gym 

3:00pm  Rite of Election-Cathedral 
4:00-5:00pm Holy Hour with Vespers-Church  

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his continued healing  daily after the 8:30am 
Mass in the Cry Room 

2/19 Monday     

 7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

11:00am  Funeral-Church/reception to follow in Narthex 

11:30am-12:30pm  Book Study-Mercy Conference Rm 

1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer-Cry Room 
4:30-7:30pm SJS BB -PC/gym 

6:30-8:00pm Women’s Bible Study-Mercy Conference Rm 

2/20 Tuesday           

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

3:00-8:00pm SJS BB -PC/gym 
5:00-6:00pm Pro-life Rosary Holy Hour-Church 

5:00-6:00pm Confessions-Church 

6:30-8:00pm RCIA-Mercy Conference Room 

2/21 Wednesday 

6:20-7:30am TMIY-PC/gym 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

9:30-11:00am Adult Bible Study-Mercy Conference Room 

3:00-8:30pm SJS BB-PC/gym 

6:30-8:00pm Adult Faith Series-Mercy Conference Rm 

6:30-8:00pm Adult Choir Practice-Church 

2/22 Thursday   
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

11:30-2:30pm SJS Adoration-Church 

3:00-4:00pm SJS Children’s Rosary-Church 

3:00-8:30pm SJS BB-PC/gym 

3:00-4:15pm SJS Dance-Mercy Conference Rm 
4:30-6:00pm SJS Finance Mtg-Mercy Conference Rm 

2/23 Friday  

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

10:00am  Mercy Me Setup-Narthex 

10:30am-12:30pm  Capital Campaign Mtg-Mercy Conference Rm 
10:30am  SJS Kindergarten Stations-Church 

5:30pm  Stations of the Cross-Church 

6:00pm  Lenten Soup and Salad Dinner-PC/gym 

2/24 Saturday  

8:30am  Rosary-Church 
9:00am-1:00pm Catechist Spring Retreat-Church/MCR 

9:00-10:30am Exodus Bible Study-ELC Rm 2 

9:00am-2:00pm SJS Basketball Practice-PC/gym 

3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Church 

6:00pm  Baptism-Church   

2/25 Second Sunday of Lent –Mercy Me Weekend 
8:15-10:00am SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:15-11:15am PREP-SJS/Church 

4:00-5:00pm Holy Hour with Vespers-Church 

Men’s Exodus Lent Program 

We will have an Exodus Lent Men's Group at Saint James 
starting Ash Wednesday, February 14.  Exodus Lent is a 
shorter version of the well known Exodus 90 
program.  Exodus Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on Easter Sunday (40 days).  Exodus Lent is a challenging 
men's program that includes the same three core principles 
(increased prayer, asceticism/discipline, fraternity) of 
Exodus 90, just shorter and doesn't include cold 
showers.  For any men who are looking to "step it up" in 
their faith life this Lent - this program is for you!  This will 
be our third consecutive year.  For more information, please 
contact Brian Kennedy, cell 912 661-0546, 
bjkennedy616@gmail.com. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL (ACA) 

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal has begun. Our 
parish target is $133,753. With your help, we can assure 
the continued support of many important programs that 
help thousands in our diocese each year through education 
of our children and seminary students, evangelization and 
Christian initiation, ongoing formation for our clergy, and 
more.  We are blessed with much; let us be a blessing to 
others. 

ABUSE HOTLINE...To report sexual abuse of a minor by a 
Diocese of Savannah employee or volunteer, call the abuse hotline 
at 888-357-5330 or the Office for Protection of Children & Young 
people at 912-201-4073.  To read the policy on sexual abuse of 
minors, go to www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

http://gmail.com


 



 

 
 
 
A revolutionary online platform featuring some of the best 
Catholic videos, audio talks, eBooks and movies.  This is a 
wonderful resource for personal faith formation.   
 
To sign up FREE  visit formed.org  and click on “sign up” 
and then click “Sign up as a parishioner”  then enter Parish 
Code: NHNFN2 or St. James Savannah. Enter your email 
and create a password  (You will use this to login later).  
 
You can get Formed on your phone, tablet, Roku, Amazon 
Firestick, AppleTV.   

FORMED.org 

Council of Catholic Women 
Support, empower and educate all 

Catholic women in spirituality, 
leadership and service.   

 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

The Council of Catholic 
Women members want to 
express our appreciation to our 
parishioners who prayed for 
and donated to the Warm 
Toes, Warm Heart Sock Drive.  
We had our most successful 
drive yet by more than 
doubling our donation over any 
previous year.  

 
Thank you all for your time 
and effort and may God 
bless you for your generous 
hearts.  

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News 
Due to St. Patrick Day Weekend our Food Pantry 

for the month of March will be on March 9th in the 

school cafeteria from 10:00 am – 11:30 am. For 

more information, please call the Food Pantry line 

at 912-800-9006. If you would like to volunteer, please call 

the church office at 912-355-1523. We CANNOT accept 

any items in glass containers or that have expired. St. 

James Food Pantry in Urgent Need of Items to Restock the 

Shelves. Shelf stable complete meals:  Beef stew, or chunky 

soups (preferably cans with pull tops), healthy snacks including 

nuts, granola bars.   

                     ADDITIONAL ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED 

 

Pancake mix  Canned pork & beans  

Shelf stable milk  Toothpaste & Toothbrushes                   

Laundry detergent 

Oatmeal 
Canned chicken 
Tuna fish                    
Jelly & Peanut butter 
Dry macaroni                    
Spaghetti sauce 

Breakfast bars               
Breakfast cereal  
Canned fruits     
Kleenex     
Toilet paper    
Low sodium soups & Veg  



 

ST. James parish Faith formation                              

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee  
 

 The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee is currently seeking all children ages 8-18 to participate in 
the Flags of Ireland Unit for the 2024 St. Patrick’s Day Parade and other activities.   

 
Space is limited so to reserve your spot, or if you have any questions, please contact 

Jake Roberts 912-659-3146 or flag_unit@savannahsaintpatricksday.com 

RCIA: Rite of Sending, February 18 at 11:30 a.m. Mass                                                                                                    
This Sunday, February 18, at the 11:30 a.m. Mass, we will celebrate the Rite of Sending with the catechumens and candidates 
from our parish who are participating in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). During the Rite of Sending, these 
individuals will be recognized for the progress they have made – both spiritually and intellectually – on their journey toward 
becoming Catholic Christians. The catechumens – those preparing for baptism – will be especially highlighted as we send them 
to participate in the Rite of Election with Bishop Parkes at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist later in the day. Please keep 
these men and women, and their families, in your prayers as they begin the final stage of preparation for the Easter 
sacraments. 

Elect preparing for Baptism: Luke Bradley, Jim Douglass, Justin English, Lindsey Hawk, Hunter Higgs, Lee Rose,           
Tracy Rose 

Candidates for Full Communion: Francisco Delgadillo, Aaron Douglas, Doug Faircloth, Sharon Hart, Eduardo Juarez, 
Brittany McNamara, Lee Morgan, Sarah Traut 



 


