
 

Directory 
Church Office: ................................................... 912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...…………..Pastor 
Rev. Peter Lanshima....………...…..…….....Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….…...Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore………………………….........Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………....Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….……….School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef…...Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.…………...Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta . …………...Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….……..Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers……………………………...Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan ……………………….......Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck………………………………...Maintenance 

 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00* & 11:30* am (*Nursery available) 
Vigil: ................................ 5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays….Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                           Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:………………....8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:..................................................TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: ……………..Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                    (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                             Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...…….Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………For anointing, or in case of an   
emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………...Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel…............24/7 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday 

April 7th, 2024  

St. James Church Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 

Divine Mercy Sunday  
Devotional Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
Sunday, April 7th, 3:00 PM 

Veneration of Divine Mercy Image 

 †  Eucharistic Adoration  †  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy  †  Homily 

Followed by Reception in the Narthex 
 

Contributions of finger-sized sandwiches, appetizers  
and desserts are welcome (ready to serve, on disposable dish) 



 

The Promise of Divine Mercy 
 

Regarding the Feast of Divine Mercy, Our Lord said to 
Saint Faustina: 
 

“On that day the very depths of my tender 

mercy are open. The soul that will go to 

Confession [beforehand] and receive Holy 

Communion [on that day] shall obtain complete 

forgiveness of sins and punishment.” 
 

The theologian who examined Saint Faustina’s writings 
for the Holy See, Rev. Ignacy Rozycki, explained that 
this is the promise of a complete renewal of baptismal 

grace, and in that sense like a “second Baptism.”   
 

To obtain the extraordinary graces promised by Our 
Lord, we must: 

† Follow the ABC’s given to us by Jesus through Saint 
Faustina: 
Ask for His Mercy, sincerely repenting of our sins 
Be merciful to others, through actions, words, and 

prayers 
Completely trust in Jesus 

† Go to Confession (during Lent or Easter Week) 
On Divine Mercy Sunday: April 7th 

† Receive Holy Communion 

† Venerate the Image of Divine Mercy  



 



 

 Our Lady of Good Hope 150th Anniversary 
 Benedictine Monastery & Freedman School  

April 13, 2024 at 12:30 p.m. 
Historic On Site Presentation 

 Guest Speaker: Bob Ciucevich  
  
  

Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel was originally established in 1874 by Benedictine Fathers 

who came to Savannah to minister to the emancipated slaves. The Benedictine Fathers would 

row to Isle of Hope from Priest’s Landing on Skidaway to celebrate Mass in the chapel for 

local residents. A portion of the remains of the Benedictine Monastery and the Freedman 

School can still be seen today on the Landings at Skidaway Island. 

Join us for a tour of this historic site and a lecture given by Bob Ciucevich, 

well-known author and historian and Benedictine Military School graduate. 

 
 

There Are Two Ways to Attend the Event 
 

 Reserve one of the 24 seats available on a river boat that will take you from Villa Marie  

Center dock along the waterways that the Benedictine Fathers took as they rowed from 

Isle of Hope to Priest Landings.  The boat will dock at the Landings Marina where you 

will be shuttled to the historic site. The cost is $25 per person. 

Drinks and snack will be provided on the boat 
 

OR 
       

 Drive your own car to the site located on Priest Landing Drive and Breckenridge Lane. 

No cost. 
 

If you are driving to the site, please bring your own chair. Drinks & snacks will be provided. 

Please RSVP by April 8th by filling out this form or email spowers@stjamessav.com. 
Make checks out to St. James Catholic Church 
Name______________________________________   How Many Attend-
ing:______________ 
 
Email Address:__________________________________________________________ 
Name(s) of persons attending 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
I would like to go by boat: _________   Amount Enclosed _______________    
I will drive myself:_______    

Itinerary for the event and details on back of flyer 
 

In case of rain, the event will be at Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel on Isle of Hope at 12:30 p.m. 

 



 

Itinerary for those leaving from Villa Marie Center and going by boat to 
Landings Site: 
The Villa Marie Center is located at 6 Dolan Drive on Isle of Hope. 
11:00 a.m.- Boat leaves Villa Maria Center dock 
12:00 p.m. -  Boat arrives at the Landings Marina  
12:30 p.m.- 1:30 p.m.- Presentation by Laura Seifert at the Landings site 
2:00 p.m.- Boat leaves Landings Marina 
3:00 p.m.- Boat arrives at Villa Marie Center  

 

Those driving themselves to the Landing Site will be emailed directions to the 

site and parking details. 

If you have any questions, please contact Susanna Powers at St. James 

Church at 912-355-1523 or spowers@stjamessav.com 

 

In case of rain the event will be held at Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel 
At 12:30 p.m. 



 

                             Pastor’s Corner 
                               2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy) 
 

HAPPY EASTER 
Greeting: Christ is risen! 
Response: He is risen indeed! 
 

This is our greeting throughout the Easter Season! So, don’t be surprised if I say this to you instead of hello or good morning! 
 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER) 
The 2nd Sunday of Easter is known as Divine Mercy Sunday. We remember the mercy of Almighty God poured out for us and 
we place ourselves under the font of His Love and Mercy! I pray that each of you had a beautiful Easter Octave in which we 
celebrated each day as if it were Easter again! The Gloria is recited at masses. The Te Deum is recited during the Matins in the 
Divine Office (Liturgy of the Hours). Each day we live as if living in the eternal rest of God as we do each Sunday!  
 

How do we do this – enter into God’s eternal rest? We do this by coming together as a community 
in prayer. We also set aside our normal work and take up more sacred work, leisure, hobbies, and 
work that is re-creative (that creates us anew and gives us life). Maybe we pick up some spiritual 
reading. Maybe we spend extra time in prayer with the Lord. Maybe we spend more time with our 
family. Maybe we work in our garden for some dirt therapy! Maybe we take a walk in the woods or 
on the beach basking in the beauty of God’s creation! Entering into God’s rest is something we are 
supposed to be doing every Sunday of the year! Perhaps we can make it much more of a priority this 
year and especially during this Easter Season! 
 

Happy Easter to you and to your families! 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
 

~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 



 

Pray the Fatima Rosary with us…                                                                                              
You are invited to join a group from St. Peter the 

Apostle Catholic Church to pray the Fatima 

Rosary at  Blessed Sacrament  on 

SATAURDAY April 13th at  3:00pm.  All are 

invited to join in prayer to our Blessed Mother for 

vocations and peace in our world!   

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Phin Michael, Anne Pippin,  
Josie Lee, Paul Baldwin, Brian DeRouen, Joe 
Harty, Jody Moran, Pamela De Guzman, Robin  
Olson and all those listed in the book of the sick. 
 

In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Fr. Mike Ingram, Elaine Ehret, Michael Cissone, 
Daniel Gonzales, Julita Shallal and all our deceased 
family and friends. 

Welcome to our  
new members: 

 

Lindsey Hawk 

Hunter Higgs  

Michael & Kathryn Kelley 

Ike & Whitney Santos & Family 

Jacob Villalpando 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
**Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters  

 
4/7 Sunday of Divine Mercy 
Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 
 

7:30 am Special Intention, Mary Lou Johnson ~ Fr. Firmin 
8:00 am (IOH) For the People ~ Fr. King 
9:00 am Fr. Peter 
Special Intention for the healing of victims of abuse and for the purification of the Church 
11:30 am + David McGrath   ~ Fr. King             
 

**Gabriel Cummings, Benjamin Dallas, Matthew Ericksen, Rafael Estrada   
 | Tuan Joseph Vuong | Sr. Stephanie Gabriel  
 

4/8 Monday Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 

7:00 am Fr. King 
8:30 am + Annie Thomas ~ Fr. Peter 
 

**Romanus Ezeugwu, Eric Filmer, Daniel Firmin, Luis Fonseca,  
 Mariusz Fuks | Gilbert Ofori Mensah |  Sr. Joan O’Reilly               
 

4/9 Tuesday 
Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15  
 

7:00 am + Robert Oxnard ~ Fr. Frank   
8:30 am Special Intention, Joann Faust ~ TBD 
 

**Gabriel Gberikon, Stephen Giorno, George Gonzalez, Alfonso Gutierrez  
 |  Stephen Owusu Dwamena |  Sr. Catherine McElroy     
 

4/10 Wednesday 
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21  
 

7:00 am + Charles & Mary Filson ~ Fr. Frank 
8:30 am + Yvonne & Harold Jenkins ~ TBD 
5:30 pm + Mary Caro ~ Fr. Peter  
 

**Richard Hart, Christopher Hassel, Thomas Healy, Francis Higgins   
 | Benjamin Aler & Christian Corulli  | Sr. Virginia Scirocco       
 

4/11 Thursday St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr 
Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20; Jn 3:31-36 
 

7:00 am + Mr. Lenni ~ Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am + William Loftus ~ Fr. King 
 

**James Holloway, Daniel Ihunnia, Gordian Iwuji  
 | Deacon Francisco Gamboa  | Sr. Amanda Marie Russell                   
 

4/12 Friday 
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
 

7:00 am   Fr. Peter 
8:30 am   + Alice Walton, 1st Anniversary ~ Fr. Firmin 
9:30 am (School)   Fr. Peter            
 

**John Johnson, Solomon Kaanan, Adam Kasela  Michael Kavanaugh  
 |  Kevin Braski | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill    
 

4/13 Saturday 
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
 

9:00 am Fr. King  
5:00 pm + Annette Richards ~ Fr. Firmin  
 

**Donal Keohane, Robert Keffer, Mike Kerin, Inshik Kim, Lewis King  
 | Ziemowit Janaszek  | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso    
 

4/14 Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9; 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48 
 

7:30 am + Ursula & Warren Vogel ~ Fr. King 
9:00 am + Terese Walling Hays ~ Fr. Firmin 
11:30 am Fr. Peter        
 

**David Klecker, Vernon Knight, David Koetter, Xavier Kumbalaparampil  
 | Jared Miller | Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew  

* The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during Masses as  
denoted. The Nursery is located in the Early Learning Center,  
Classroom #2 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
 

March 24, 2024            $43,946.63 
 
 

YTD Offertory: July 1st through March 31st 

2022-23 Actual            $1,183,015.47 
2023-24 Budget            $1,204,921.05 
2023-24 Actual            $1,199,323.74 
 

2nd Collection Priests’ Retirement      $9,808.00 
 

2024 ACA First Progress Report as of 3/28/2024  
 

Total Given & Pledged  $121,000 
ACA Parish Goal:        $134,000 
% Participation:          18.16 

\ 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of 
Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of support for 
the parish and  provides programs, support, and services to 
our parishioners, school and community. 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our parish website  at 

www.stjamessav.com and select the Online Giving link.   If you 

have any questions please contact Mark Kolbush at  912-355-

1523 or email:  Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

Parish membership 
 

Active members of our parish are identified by their 
generosity of TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE. 
 

Stewardship is determined by: 
*  Being registered and active for at least 3 months  
* Faithful participation at Sunday & Holy Day liturgies 
* Regular and identifiable support of the parish, use of parish 
envelopes.  Even if you can’t make a  donation, please use 
your envelopes. 
 

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for: 
Sponsorship, participation in sacraments, education, pastoral 
and social ministries, and Catholic School verification. 

St. James Weekly Calendar 

4/7 Divine Mercy Sunday 

8:00-11:15am SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:15am-11:15am PREP 

3:00pm  Divine Mercy Devotional Service-Church 

No Eucharistic Holy Hour with Vespers 
 

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his continued healing  daily after the 8:30am 
Mass in the Cry Room 

 

4/8 Monday     

 7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer Group-Mercy Conf. Rm  

5:30pm  Capital Campaign Mtg-Mercy Conf. Rm 

6:30-8:00pm CCW Meeting-PC/gym   
4/9 Tuesday           

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

3:00-5:00pm SJS Faculty Mtg-Mercy Conference Rm 

5:00-6:00pm Confessions-Church 

5:00-6:00pm Prolife Holy Hour-Church 
6:30-8:00pm RCIA-Easter Party-Mercy Conference Rm 

4/10 Wednesday 

6:20-7:30am TMIY-PC/gym 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

No Bible Study 
6:00pm  SJC Annual International Dinner-PC/gym 

6:30-8:00pm Choir Practice-Church 

6:30-8:00pm KOC Council 5588 Meeting-Cry Rm 

4/11 Thursday 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 
2:15-2:45pm  SJS Mass Rehearsal-Church 

3:00-4:00pm SJS Children’s Rosary-Narthex/Church 

3:00-4:30pm SJS Dance Club-Mercy Conference Rm 

6:00-7:30pm DOI Board Meeting-PC/gym 

6:30-8:00pm Parish Council Meeting-Mercy Conference Rm 
4/12 Friday 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

9:30am  SJS Mass-Church 

3:00pm  SJS Father/Daughter Dance Setup-PC/gym 

4/13 Saturday 
8:30pm  Rosary-Church 

9:30-11:00am Deacon Lou Training-Church  

3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Church 

6:00pm  SJS Father/Daughter Dance –PC/gym 

4/14 Third  Sunday of Easter 

8:00-11:15am SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
10:00-11:00am Deacon Lou Training-Church 

10:15-11:15am PREP-SJS 

4:00pm   Eucharistic Holy Hour with Vespers 

ABUSE HOTLINE… To 
report sexual abuse of a minor 
by a Diocese of Savannah 

employee or volunteer, call the abuse hotline at 888-357-
5330 or the Office for Protection of Children & Young 
people at 912-201-4073.  To read the policy on sexual 
abuse of minors, go to 
www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

There will be a meeting of Knights of Columbus 
Council 5588 held in the Narthex/Cry Room a  
St. James on Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 p.m.   
If you have any questions, please call Paul Macek at 912-
349-5137.  

St. James Parish CRS Rice Bowls are due back.  You 
can drop them off at the church office or bring next 
weekend and place them in the basket provide in the 
narthex or leave them with an usher.  

Start each day off right!   
Receive brief reflections  from the Diary 
of St. Faustina every morning.  Sign-up at 
TheDivineMercy.org/dmdsignup 

https://marian.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3255dda139e379059ee95fd75&id=53f5b51d5f&e=2e7252e51d


 

ST. James parish Faith formation                             



 

 

Savannah Care Center is in DIRE need of all size baby diapers!  
You can place your donations in the box provided in Narthex or you 
may drop off at Savannah Care Center, 105 E.34th St.  

Council of Catholic Women 
Support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. 

 
 

The CCW will be having their 
next meeting on Monday, 
April 8th at 6:30, in the  
PC/gym.  ALL women of  
the parish are invited to attend. 
 

Mrs. Gail Brown will be speaking about the 
Martin de Porres Society of Savannah.  The 
Martin de Porres Society was founded in 
1985 by Dr. George Negron and his wife 
Yolanda Negron (parishioners of St. James) to 
serve disadvantaged youth in Savannah.  

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News 
Our Food Pantry for the month of  April will be April 20th in the school cafeteria from 

10:00 am – 11:30 am. For more information, please call the Food Pantry line at 912-800-

9006. If you would like to volunteer, please call the church office at 912-355-1523. We 

CANNOT accept any items in glass containers or that have expired.   St. James 

Food Pantry in Urgent Need of Items to Restock the Shelves. Shelf stable complete 

meals:  Beef stew, or chunky soups (preferably cans with pull tops), healthy 

snacks including nuts, granola bars, pancake mix, canned pork & beans, shelf 

stable milk, toothpaste & toothbrushes,  laundry detergent. 

Oatmeal 
Canned chicken 
Tuna fish                    
Jelly & Peanut butter 
Dry macaroni                    
Spaghetti sauce 

Breakfast bars               

Breakfast cereal  
Canned fruits     
Kleenex     
Toilet paper    
Low sodium soups & Veg  

K N I T T E R S ,  CR O CH E T E R S ,  A N D Q U I L T E R S ! !                       

CCW makes lap blankets, shawls and hats for cancer patients, the 

home-bound, nursing homes and others in need.  Please contact the 

church office for more information.  If you know someone in need 

please alert a CCW member or the parish office. Yarn and knitting 

needles or crochet hooks can be provided, as well as instructions.  Lap 

blankets (40"-50” square or rectangle) and shawls cannot have fringe 

(due to wheelchairs/electronic chairs).  Donations of yarn, knitting 

needles, crochet hooks, quilting fabric, etc., are appreciated.  Please 

drop your donations at the church office. 

 

Little Dresses for Africa  
St. James will be sponsoring  “Little Dresses for Africa” this year and we are looking for your help in sewing dresses or 

donating supplies from March 1- 31. In some villages little girls are the last to eat or be clothed. By making a dress for these 

girls it helps to let the girls know how important they are and that they are loved. These dresses are made out of pillow cases. 

All sizes are good! We have several examples in the Narthex to look at and the information on how to make them will be on 

the table near the dress. There will be a box for you in which to leave the dresses and we will make sure they are sent to our 

contact and to these beautiful young ladies. Please, if you cannot sew, consider donating pillowcases or monetary funds so we 

can get the products we need. For additional information on this project, visit                              

https://littledressesforafrica.org.  

 

Please note:                                                                                                                                                     

There are FREE pillowcases available 

if needed. Please contact Kelley 

Miller via email at 

kmiller291@aol.com.   

 

Thank you all for your support! 

May God continue to bless you all.  

ADDITIONAL ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED 

https://littledressesforafrica.org
mailto:kmiller291@aol.com


 


