
 

Directory 
Church Office: ................................................... 912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...…………..Pastor 
Rev. Peter Lanshima....………...…..…….....Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….…...Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore………………………….........Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………....Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….……….School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef…...Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.…………...Administrative Assistant 
Mr. Charles Ancheta . …………...Music Director & Organist 
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….……..Director of Finance 
Mrs. Susanna Powers……………………………...Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan ……………………….......Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck………………………………...Maintenance 

 
 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00* & 11:30* am (*Nursery available) 
Vigil: ................................ 5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays….Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                           Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:………………....8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:..................................................TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: ……………..Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                    (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                             Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...…….Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………For anointing, or in case of an   
emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………...Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel…............24/7 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 21st, 2024  

St. James Church Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 

 

Alex Cate is a native of Savannah. And no stranger to the diocese. He 
graduated from Blessed Sacrament School, then went to Benedictine. 
After his freshman year, he moved out of state to Boise, Idaho and 
continued his parochial education at Bishop Kelly High School. The 
only Catholic School in the state! 
  

Upon graduating high school, Alex enlisted in the US Navy. He spent 
eight and a half years dutifully keeping vigil for us, which included two 
deployments for Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
 

Now, Alex is a dedicated parishioner at St. James along with his wife, 
Jacquelyn, who is a St. James alumni, and their three children. Logan, 
Amelia, and Robert.  
 

Alex spends much of his spare time volunteering as a youth athletics 
coach at Jenkins Athletic Club, and is always looking for a way to give 
back to the city and the parish he loves. 

 
 
 
 

  

Hello, my  name is Ngoanathabo Hall. Most call me Thabo. My 
husband Chris and I have six kids, who attend St. James, St. Vincent, 
& Juliette Lowe. I am a Realtor with Engel & Voelkers Savannah.  
I started at St. James as the youth minister a little over 23 years ago 
and worked in that capacity for 4 years. It was truly a gift working 
with the kids & families of this parish. Now that we are back in the 
parish, I'm looking forward to being involved in a more concrete 
capacity and serving through parish council.  
 

Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated 
individuals. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

Alex Cate 

Thabo Hall 

 

APRIL 2024 CANDIDATES FOR THE ELECTIONS FOR  
THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
Once again, it’s time to elect three parish council representatives.                                                          

This is an essential process, and you are an important part of the process.                                  
Below are Biographies for the nominees.   Please review the biographies and on the weekend 
of April 20 & 21 there will be a table setup with a ballot box in the narthex  with ballots sheet 

for you to select three (3) representatives to deposit in the box. 



 

 

My name is Craig Sherman, I am a 44 year old cradle Catholic who 
has been a member of St. James the Less Catholic Church for just 
over 15 years. My wife and I celebrated our 21st wedding 
anniversary in February. We have three children, Patrick 20, 
Madeleine 15, and Nicholas 5. I am from the small city of Lockport, 
New York, which is just north of Buffalo. I am a former United 
States Marine, Eagle Scout, and have been a high school teacher in 
Savannah for 13 years. I earned a Masters Degree in American 
History from Armstrong Atlantic State University. As a parishioner 
at St. James, I am a Lector, Eucharist Minister and RCIA speaker. I 
was founder and director of the St. Paul Street Evangelization team 
in Savannah and participated in That Man Is You for several years. 
My hobbies include bagpiping, Catholic Apologetics and Church 
History.  

 

My name is Connell Cannon Youmans.  I am a graduate of St. James 
Catholic School, St. Vincent’s Academy, the University of Georgia 

and Mercer Law School.  My husband, Reemer Youmans, and I have 
four children, all of whom attend St. James Catholic School. Our 
oldest child will graduate in May and attend Benedictine Military 

School in the fall.  I have been an active member of the parish 
community and school community for years including serving as a 
member of the St. James Catholic Church Master Plan Committee, 

serving on the St. James Home and School Board, serving as 
consecutive vice chair and then chair of the school’s largest 
fundraiser for four years, serving as grade parent for many years, and 

various other volunteer roles in the classroom, at the school and the 
church.    

 

Steven Peschock, 39, born in Statesville, NC. He married his beloved 
wife Elizabeth in 2015, and together they raise their family, including 
their vibrant 8-year old daughter, Emma Wylly, and their cherubic 1-
year-old, Peter. Steven's professional path led him to the Georgia Ports 
Authority. However, his journey into the maritime industry was 
preceded by 13 honorable years of service in the U.S. Army. His role 
as a husband and father, along with friendly nudges from a fellow Port 
Authority Catholic, led Steven to find his way into the Saint James 
Catholic Church.   

Steven Peschock 

Craig Sher-

Connell Cannon Youmans 



 



 



 

Pastor’s Corner 
4th Sunday of Easter  

 
  

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
 
Dignitas Infinita 
Last week, I mentioned that I would write a few observations about the Declaration on Human Dignity – Dignitas Infinita – 
published by the Dicastery of the Doctrine of the Faith. The Holy Father wanted to reinforce the teaching of the Church 
concerning the dignity of the human person and to apply that essential teaching to different issues facing us today that are more 
pronounced than in years past.  
 
The dignity of every human is infinite. This means that it has no end. It does have a beginning because the beginning of every 
human being is at the moment of conception. It doesn’t start with being cognizant or with beginning to make independent 
decisions. We are imbued with dignity from the very first moment of existence. The document reaffirms this teaching because 
it is being challenged and twisted by today’s culture in many different ways – my dignity comes from how I identify, my 
dignity comes because I can think, my dignity stems from my own self-determination, my dignity arises from my usefulness, 
etc…. The Church, in this declaration, refutes those claims prevalent in our society today.  
 
After this reaffirmation, the document forcefully defends the Church’s teaching on subjects among which are abortion, assisted 
suicide, euthanasia, human trafficking, sex abuse, and surrogate motherhood. Towards the end, gender theory and sex change 
are addressed. These were the hot topics! Our biological sex (male or female) is a gift of God and cannot be separated from 
the human person. The difference between masculinity and femininity is beautiful and necessary in the work of creation. “All 
attempts to eliminate the ineliminable sexual difference between man and woman are to be rejected.” (Dignitas Infinita, 59)  
 
“The dignity of the body cannot be considered inferior to that of the person as such.” (Dignitas Infinita, 60) We are body and 
soul. Our bodies are an intrinsic part of who we are and who God made us to be. To be made in the image of God does not 
merely apply to the soul and its faculties of the intellect and the will. It refers also to the body which has been gifted to us and 
the body holds an infinite dignity, too. Therefore, attempts to change our biological sex amount to mutilation of what God has 
given to us. The desire to change it is a temptation to play God, to take the place of God.  
 
The document does not present a full theological, philosophical, psychological, sociological, historical treatise on each of these 
different subjects and does not pretend to do so. There are many aspects of the different issues addressed in the declaration. 
This document focuses on the fundamental teaching of the Church which undergirds all teaching on these subjects – that every 
human being regardless of where they are in the stages of existence has dignity that never comes to an end.  
 
Unlike human dignity, my space here is finite so I cannot address all or summarize every part of the document. Overall, it is a 
strong and wonderful document which is worth reading. There are some parts which can be a bit of a stretch, but don’t let 
those distract you from the truth once again reaffirmed by Holy Mother Church. I again refer you to two sources who have, in 
my estimation, the most accurate and insightful commentary on the text: www.pillarcatholic.com and 
www.ncregister.com. Do not let CNN or Fox News guide your thoughts on the declaration. Let’s go to the source text 
and to learned and trusted Catholic brothers and sisters to help us think correctly and with the Holy Spirit as we encounter this 
new declaration. 
 
May the peace, joy, and hope of our Risen Lord Jesus be with you and your families! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 

http://www.pillarcatholic.com
http://www.ncregister.com


 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Phin Michael,  Anne Pippin, 
Mary Anne Walters, Connie Tyler, Josie Lee,  
Kathleen Kennedy, Paul Baldwin, Brian DeRouen, 
Joe Harty, Jody Moran, Pamela De Guzman, and 
all those listed in the book of the sick. 
 

In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Fr. Mike Ingram, Gayle Josey, Jack Roberts, 
Frances DeWitt, Howard Cohen, Brenda Stewart, 
Cayden Robbins,  Elaine Ehret, Robin Molella, and 
all our deceased family and friends. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
**Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters  

 
4/21 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:8-12; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin 
9:00 am + David Trombino ~ Bishop Boland 
11:30 am + Sid Beauchamp ~ Fr. King        
 

**Peter Hung Nguyen, Fred Nijem, Patrick O’Brien, Daniel O’Connell  
  | Deacon Francisco Gamboa  |  Samantha Rintoul  
 

4/22 Monday 
Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10  
 

7:00 am + Thinh Phan ~ Fr. King 
8:30 am + Gayle Josey ~ Fr. King 
 

**Paul O’Connell, Kevin O’Keefe, Paulinus Okpala |  Kevin Braski  
 | Sr. Jennifer Maria O’Neill                     
 

4/23 Tuesday 
 Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 10:22-30  
 

7:00 am Special Intention, Li Nguyen ~ Fr. Firmin  
8:30 am Special Intention, Joann Faust ~ Fr. King 
 

**Keith O’Neill, Barnabas O'Reilly, Brian O’Shaughnessy, Patrick Otor   
 | Ziemowit Janaszek  | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson  
 

4/24 Wednesday 
Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; Jn 12:44-50 
 

7:00 am Fr. King 
8:30 am + Corrado Infanti ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:30 pm Fr. King 
 

**Peter Oyenugba, Ronald Pachence, Francis Patterson, Steven Pavignano  
 | Jared Miller | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

4/25 Thursday Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist 
1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20 
 

7:00 am Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am + Charles Jolivette ~ Fr. King 
 

**Francois Pellissier, Thomas Peyton, Robert Phillips, Carlos Pinzon  
 | Noah Pace | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso 
 

4/26 Friday 
Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
 

7:00 am   Fr. King 
8:30 am   + James Connellan ~ Fr. Firmin 
 

**Stephen Pontzer, John Quang, Gerald Ragan, Carlos Rivero, Mark Ross  
 | Fred Williams |  Sr. Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew 
 

4/27 Saturday 
Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 14:7-14 
 

9:00 am Fr. King 
5:00 pm + Charles Jolivette ~ Fr. King  
 

**Rudy Roxas, Christopher Schreck, J. Gerard Schreck, Jude Shayo   
 | Tuan Joseph Vuong| Samantha Rintoul  
 

4/28 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 
 

7:30 am + Warren & Ursula Vogel ~ Fr. Firmin 
9:00 am + Margaret Dalyrmple ~ Fr. King 
11:30 am + For the People ~ Bishop Boland       
 

**Joseph Smith, Finbarr Stanton, Nathaniel Swann, Vincente Terrazas  
 | Gilbert Ofori Mensah | Sr. Jennifer Maria O’Neill 
 

** The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during Masses as  
denoted. The Nursery is located in the Early Learning Center,  
Classroom #2 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
 

April 14, 2024              $20,129.00 
 
 

YTD Offertory: July 1st through April 14th 

2022-23 Actual            $1,249,607.43 
2023-24 Budget            $1,272,746.07 
2023-24 Actual            $1,282,948.20 
 
 

2024 ACA First Progress Report as of 4/11/2024  
 

Total Given & Pledged   $125,079.94 
ACA Parish Goal:        $134,000 
% Participation:          19.96 

\ 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of 
Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of support for 
the parish and  provides programs, support, and services to 
our parishioners, school and community. 

Sign up for Online Giving Visit our parish website  at 

www.stjamessav.com and select the Online Giving link.   If you 

have any questions please contact Mark Kolbush at  912-355-

1523 or email:  Mkolbush@stjamessav.com   

Parish membership 
 

Active members of our parish are identified by their 
generosity of TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE. 
 

Stewardship is determined by: 
*  Being registered and active for at least 3 months  
* Faithful participation at Sunday & Holy Day liturgies 
* Regular and identifiable support of the parish, use of parish 
envelopes.  Even if you can’t make a  donation, please use 
your envelopes. 
 

These criteria are used to verify parishioner status for: 
Sponsorship, participation in sacraments, education, pastoral 
and social ministries, and Catholic School verification. 

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

4/21 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8:00-11:15am SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:15am-11:15am PREP 

4:00-5:00pm  Eucharistic Holy Hour for Healing 
 

Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his continued healing  daily after the 8:30am 
Mass in the Cry Room 

 

4/22 Monday 

34th Anniversary of the Dedication of St. James the Less Catholic Church 
 7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

11:30am-12:30pm Book Study-Mercy Conference Rm-Fr. King 

1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer Group-Mercy Conf. Rm 

4/23 Tuesday           

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

5:00-6:00pm Confessions-Church 

5:00-6:00pm Prolife Holy Hour-Church 

4/24 Wednesday 

6:20-7:30am TMIY-PC/gym 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

9:30-11:00am Adult Bible Study  

6:30-8:00pm Choir Practice-Church 

4/25 Thursday 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

8:00am-5:00pm SJS Principal Conference-Mercy Conference Rm 
9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 

3:00-4:00pm SJS Children’s Rosary-Narthex/Church 

6:00-8:00pm DOI General Meeting-PC/gym 

4/26 Friday 

7:45-8:15am Confessions-Church 

9:00am  Rosary-Cry Room 
8:00am-3:00pm SJS Principal Conference-Mercy Conference Rm 

4/27 Saturday 

8:30pm  Rosary-Church 

9:30-10:00am Exodus Bible Study-Mercy Conference Rm 

1:30pm  Baptism-Church-Fr. Firmin 

3:45-4:45pm Confessions-Church 
4/29 Fifth  Sunday of Easter 

8:00-11:15am SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:15-11:15am PREP-SJS 

4:00-5:00pm  Eucharistic Holy Hour with Vespers 

Eucharistic Holy Hour for Victims of Abuse 
Sunday, April 21st at 4 PM 
In recognition of April as National Child Abuse Prevention Month, St. James 
will offer a Holy Hour for Healing for victims of abuse, particularly those 
who have suffered from the actions of clergy, religious and other church 
personnel.  

 

All are welcome – survivors, families, advocates and all those committed to protecting the most vulnerable among us.  

ABUSE HOTLINE… To report sexual abuse of a minor by a Diocese of Savannah 
employee or volunteer, call the abuse hotline at 888-357-5330 or the Office for 
Protection of Children & Young people at 912-201-4073.  To read the policy on sexual 
abuse of minors, go to www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 



 

ST. James parish Faith formation                              



 

 

Savannah Care Center is in DIRE need of all size baby 
diapers!  You can place your donations in the box provided in 
Narthex or you may drop off at Savannah Care Center, 105 
E.34th St.  

Council of Catholic Women 
Support, empower and educate all Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service. 

CCW Dinner at Cary Hilliards (Waters Ave.) 
Monday, May 6, 2024 at 6:00 

tickets: $28  please RSVP by 4/29 to  
Angela Carroll 

ang0923@gmail.com AND drop off your check or cash to the church office. 

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry News 
Our next Food Pantry will be May 18th in the school cafeteria from 10:00 am – 11:30 

am. For more information, please call the Food Pantry line at 912-800-9006. If you would 

like to volunteer, please call the church office at 912-355-1523. We CANNOT accept 

any items in glass containers or that have expired.   St. James Food Pantry in 

Urgent Need of Items to Restock the Shelves. Shelf stable complete meals:  Beef 

stew, or chunky soups (preferably cans with pull tops), healthy snacks 

including nuts, granola bars, pancake mix, canned pork & beans, shelf stable 

milk, toothpaste & toothbrushes,  laundry detergent. 

Oatmeal 
Canned chicken 
Tuna fish                    
Jelly & Peanut  
butter 
Dry macaroni                    
Spaghetti sauce 
Breakfast bars               

Breakfast cereal  
Canned fruits     
Kleenex     
Toilet paper    
Low sodium soups & 
Veg  

KNITTERS, CROCHETERS, AND QUILTERS!! CCW makes lap blankets, shawls and hats for cancer patients, the home-

bound, nursing homes and others in need.  Please contact the church office for more information.  If you know someone in 

need please alert a CCW member or the parish office. Yarn and knitting needles or crochet hooks can be provided, as well as 

instructions.  Lap blankets (40"-50” square or rectangle) and shawls cannot have fringe (due to wheelchairs/electronic 

chairs).  Donations of yarn, knitting needles, crochet hooks, quilting fabric, etc., are appreciated.  Please drop your donations 

at the church office. 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS ALWAYS NEEDED 

mailto:ang0923@gmail.com


 


