
 

Directory 
Church Office: ......... …………………………..912-355-1523 
School Office ..................................................... 912-355-3132 
Early Learning Center: ...................................... 912-629-2430 
Convent: ............................................................. 912-355-6815 
Email: ............................................... general@stjamessav.com 
Website: .................................................www.stjamessav.com 
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs.: 9am-5pm; Fri.: 9am-1:00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 
Staff 
Very Rev. Daniel F. Firmin, JCL…….…...………………Pastor 
Rev. Gabriel Gberikon………...…..……............Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Lewis King……... …..….….…….……….Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mr. Lou Santore…………………………................Deacon 
Sr. Stephanie Gabriel, IHM ………..........Dir. of Evangelization 
Sr. Joan Felicia, IHM.…………….…………....School Principal 
Mrs. Misty Ellison-Youssef……….Director Early Learning Ctr 
Mrs. Stephanie Painter………………..Director of Advancement 
Mrs. Kaitie Hotard……..…………Director of Communications        
Mr. Mark Kolbush……………….…………Director of Finance 
Mr. Charles Ancheta………………..Music Director & Organist 
Mrs. Bonnie MacAulay.……………….Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Susanna Powers…………………………………. Receptionist 
Mr. Richard Morgan………………………............Maintenance 
Mr. Matt Keck…………………………………….Maintenance 

 

 

St. James Catholic School 
For information or tours 355-3132  

8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, GA  
www.stjameschargers.com 

 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday:……………..7:30, 9:00 & 11:30 am (Nursery available) 
Vigil:……………………….5:00 pm (except on Holy Saturday) 
 
Weekdays………...Monday-Friday  7:00am & 8:30am; Saturday 9am 
                                                            Wednesday additional Mass at 5:30pm 
 
Isle of Hope:……………….............8:00 am - First Sunday only 
 
Holy Days of Obligation:…………………………………..TBA 
Pro-Life Holy Hour: …………………...Tuesdays 5:00–6:00pm 
                                           (Rosary, Adoration and Benediction) 
Sacraments 
Reconciliation:………..  Weekdays Mon-Fri: 7:45 - 8:15am; Tues-5pm,                               
                                    Saturday: 3:45--4:45pm, and by other times by appt. 
Baptism:……...……………..Please call the parish office to pre-register  
Anointing of the Sick:…………………..For anointing, or in case of an   
                  emergency, please call the parish office. 
Marriage:………………………………....Please contact a parish priest 
Lumen Christi Perpetual Adoration Chapel….......................24/7 

May 18, 2025 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Saint James Parish Mission Statement  
Saint James the Less Parish will conduct our lives in ways that illustrate our discipleship to Jesus Christ by evangelizing His Word,   
promoting a culture of life, embracing  the richness of the Catholic Faith, use the Beatitudes to model our behaviors, and draw closer to 

Him through the Sacraments where we will receive courage, zeal, confidence, purpose, and the blessings of the Holy Trinity.  

WELCOME, VISITORS!  We extend a warm welcome to the individuals and  families who are celebrating with us today.  We invite 

you to register with our Parish Family.  You can fill out  a  registration form online or at the kiosk located in the Narthex, and return it to 

the church office.    

 8412 Whitefield Avenue ~ Savannah, Georgia 31406 ~ 912.355.1523 ~ website:  www.stjamessav.com 



 



 

Pastor’s Corner 
5th Sunday of Easter 

  

 
Lourdes 
There is no other place on this planet that offers me a greater experience of peace than the Sanctuary of Our Lady 
of Lourdes at the foot of the Pyrenes mountains in southern France. This peace of our Lord and our Blessed 
Mother calls me back time and time again! My most recent pilgrimage to this holy place was with the Federal 
Association of the Order of Malta (including parishioners of St. James – Marguerite Baxter, Charles and Carla 
Stappenbeck and two of their children). We brought with us a number of malades (people battling illness or those 
struggling because of physical malady). I was counted among the chaplains of the group – priests and bishops 
from the United States – to serve and minister to the malades, the volunteers, and the members of the Order. A 
pilgrimage of service and ministry was unlike the other times have been to Lourdes. I still encountered the peace 
and blessedness of our Lady and our Lord in amazing ways! 
 
One particular encounter occurred at the Baths. I went in and washed in the water and drank some of the water 
while praying for particular intentions (including each of the parishioners of St. James). As I walked out of the 
Baths, I was greeted by 3 people who represented the Church to me: Bishop Stephen Lopes (a friend I have known 
for 25 years since my first year of seminary at the Pontifical North American College in Rome), Fr. Jerry Ragan (a 
fellow priest of the Diocese of Savannah – a brother), and Marguerite Baxter (a parishioner here at St. James). 
They surrounded me with the love of the Church, with the love of my bishop and brother priests of Savannah, and 
with your love, the love of the people the Lord has called me to serve. As you know, I am prone to tears and that 
encounter of the magnificent love of our Lord and our Lady through them nearly overwhelmed me! I would not be 
here without your love and support and that of my brother priests and the Church.  
 
Another encounter of the great peace and love of Lourdes happened at a meeting of the malades. At the end of our 
session, I asked Abbot Placid Solari (the Abbot of Belmont Abbey whom I have known for 20 years) if I could 
speak. That moment was the first time I shared in a group of people struggling with illness, bad diagnosis, 
physical, psychological, emotional, and spiritual pain. It was cathartic for me and, it turns out, very helpful for 
other malades in the group! What a blessing that the Lord was using me and my illness in such powerful ways! I 
have said frequently that this road the Lord has me walking down is for my own salvation and the salvation of 
others. It is drawing me and others much closer to God and deeper into His heart! For that I am so very thankful!  
 
I lit a candle (a pretty big one in fact) for our parish – you, your families, and your intentions. You were with me 
every step of the way throughout this pilgrimage! May you be drawn ever closer to Almighty God through the 
maternal care of Our Lady of Lourdes! 
 
St. James the Less, pray for us! 
 
~ Fr. Daniel Firmin 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

The Discalced Carmelite Seculars of 
Savannah invite you to send them                                                    
your prayer requests for the sick and 
dying or for other concerns. 

The Secular Order of Discalced 
Carmelites (OCDS) is a religious 
association of the Roman Catholic 

Church composed of lay persons and ordained diocesan 
priests and deacons. The intense prayer life of Seculars 
is intended to flow over into many apostolic endeavors, 
demonstrating how it is possible to seek intimate union 
with God even in the midst of worldly concerns. For 
more prayer requests or more information, please see: 
SavannahOCDS.org 



 

A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Father, your only son took upon himself the  
sufferings and weakness of all mankind; through 
His passion and cross He taught us how good can 
be brought out of suffering. Look upon our brothers 
and sisters who are ill. In the midst of illness and 
pain, may they be united with Christ, who heals 
both body and soul; may they know the consolation 
promised to those who suffer and be fully restored 
to health. 

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen.  
 

We pray for the sick of our Parish Community: 
Fr. Daniel Firmin, Patricia Sidebotham, Josie Lee, 
JoAnn Faust, Hope Fuller, Ashley Taylor, Susie 
Ramirez, Linda Byerly, Jim McBride, Mariela 
Sainz, Lynn Shilal, Brian DeRouen, Dick Buchner, 
Monica & Pamela De Guzman, those listed in the 
book of the sick and all caregivers of the sick. 
In order for a name to be included on the prayer 
list, an immediate family member must notify the 
church office at 912-355-1523. Names will be 
listed here for 4 weeks and then entered into the 
Book of the Sick, unless the office is notified 
otherwise. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE DEAD 

Father, source of forgiveness and salvation, 
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and all the saints, grant that our relatives, 
friends, and benefactors, who have passed from this 
world, may come to share your eternal happiness in 
the communion of saints.  

~ Through Christ our Lord. ~ Amen. 
 

We pray for the repose of the souls of:  
Barbara Buchheitt, Linda Sanchez, Noelle Franklin, 
Jerome McLaughlin, Neville D’Monte, Mike 
Kaprich, and all our deceased family and friends. 

Mass Schedule & Intentions 
** Please pray daily for our Priests, Seminarians & IHM Sisters 

 
5/18 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Rev 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
 

7:30 am + Sherri Young ~ Fr. Gabriel  
9:00 am + Rose Tootle ~ Fr. King 
11:30 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin 
4:00 pm          Holy Hour & Vespers - Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel 
5:00 pm Mass for Hope - Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel 
 

**Nicholas Mansell, John Markham, Allan McDonald, Timothy McKeown  
 | Jared Miller | Samantha Scharf 
 

5/19 Monday 
Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16; Jn 14:21-26  
 

7:00 am Fr. King 
8:30 am + Marianne Altobelli ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Odel Medina, Pablo Migone, Richard Minch, Thomas Murphy  
 | Justin Motes | Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill 
 

5/20 Tuesday 
Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a  
 

7:00 am Fr. Gabriel 
8:30 am + Thomas Moran ~ Fr. King 
 

**Thomas Nellis, Kim Son Nguyen, Martino Nguyen, Peter Hung Nguyen  
 | Noah Pace | Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso  
 

5/21 Wednesday 
Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8  
 

7:00 am Fr. King 
8:30 am + Neville D’Monte ~ Fr. Firmin 
5:30 pm Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Fred Nijem, Patrick O’Brien, Daniel O’Connell, Paul O’Connell   
 | Fred Williams | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 

5/22 Thursday  
Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
 

7:00 am Fr. Firmin 
8:30 am + Pat Huffman ~ Fr. King 
 

**Kevin O’Keefe, Paulinus Okpala, Keith O’Neill, Barnabas O'Reilly  
 | Stephen Owusu Dwamena | Samantha Scharf 
 

5/23 Friday 
Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12; Jn 15:12-17 
 

7:00 am Fr. Gabriel           
8:30 am + Barbara Buchheitt ~ Fr. Firmin  
 

**Brian O’Shaughnessy, Patrick Otor, Peter Oyenugba, Ronald Pachence  
 |  Gilbert Ofori Mensah |  Sr. Alexis Karen Reavill             
 

5/24 Saturday 
Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5; Jn 15:18-21 
 

9:00 am + Paul David Rees~ Fr. King 
10:00 am Our Lady of Good Hope Chapel  ~ Fr. Firmin    
5:00 am + Jerry Hipp ~ Fr. Gabriel 
 

**Francis Patterson, Steven Patti, Steven Pavignano, Saimel Perdomo   
 | Benjamin Aler |  Sr. Megan Elizabeth Capurso  
 

5/25 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rev 21:10-14,22-23;Jn 14:23-29 
 

7:30 am For the People ~ Fr. Firmin  
9:00 am Special Intention, Hope Fuller ~ Fr. Gabriel 
11:30 am + Suzanne Bouton ~ Fr. King 
 

**Thomas Peyton, Robert Phillips, Carlos Pinzon, Stephen Pontzer  
 | Benjamin Harper | Sr. Rachael Elizabeth Wilson 
 
 

The Nursery is available for children 4 and under during the 
9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses. The Nursery is located in 
the Early Learning Center, Classroom #2. 



 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

Offertory for Sunday 
May11, 2025     $24,427.71 
 

YTD Offertory: July 1st through May 11th 
2023-24 Actual             $1,425,547.66 
2024-25 Budget             $1,435,652.07                              
2024-25 Actual               $1,334,423.83 
 
 

(Fiscal Year runs from July 1 to June 30) 
 

Thank you for your generous gifts to the  Stewardship of 

Treasure.  The offertory is the primary means of support for the 

parish and  provides programs, support, and services to our 

parishioners, school and community. 
 

 
2024 ACA Final Report as of 1/10/2025 
Thank you to all who gave to last year’s Appeal!  
Total Given & Pledged    $195,058.21 
ACA Parish Goal:               $134,000  
% Participation:                 29.16 
 
 

The 2025 Annual Catholic Appeal will kick off after August 1 and more 
information will be shared later this year. See Bishop Parkes’ latest video 
on the diocesan or parish Facebook page more information. 
 
 

St. James Weekly Calendar 
 

5/18 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
8:00-11:15am   SJC Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 

10:00-11:00am    Baptism-IOH-Fr. Barnabas 
1:00-2:00pm   Baptism-IOH-Fr. Firmin 
 
Please join us for the Rosary for Fr. Firmin and his 

continued healing daily after the 8:30am Mass 
 
 

5/19 Monday  
7:45-8:15am Confessions--Office-Fr. Gabriel 
9:00am  Rosary-PC/gym 
1:00-2:30pm Contemplative Prayer Group-MCR 
5/20 Tuesday           
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Office-Fr. King  
9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
5/21 Wednesday 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Office-Fr. Firmin 
9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
9:45am  Bible Study-MCR 
6:00-8:00pm SJS 8th Grade Awards/Dance-PC/gym 
5/22 Thursday 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Office-Fr. King 
9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
6:00-8:00pm SJS 8th Grade Graduation-PC/gym 
5/23 Friday 
7:45-8:15am Confessions-Office-Fr. Firmin 
9:00am  Rosary-MCR 
5/24 Saturday 
8:30am  Rosary-MCR 
9:45am  CCW Board Mtg-MCR 
3:45-4:45 Confessions-Office-Fr. King 
5/25  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:00-11:15am    SJS Choir-Mercy Conference Rm 
1:00-2:00pm         Anniversary Celebration-PC/gym 
 



 

St. James Church Food Pantry Ministry  
Our next food pantry is on June 21st  

from 10:00 am – 11:30 am.  
For more information, please call the Food Pantry line 
at 912-800-9006.  We would like to thank our 
parishioners for the generous donations that have 
helped so many families who are experiencing food 
insufficiency in our community. This month we are 
collecting the following items to restock our shelves. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Food Pantry is every third Saturday of the month 
in the school cafeteria from 10:00 am – 11:30 am. If 
you would like to volunteer, please email Mary Lisicia 
at marylisicia@yahoo.com.  

White and Brown Rice              
Jelly 
Breakfast Cereal   
Laundry Detergent                              
(small bottles or pods) 
Oatmeal    
Soap/Shampoo   
Pancake Mix & Syrup   
Kleenex   
Shelf Stable Milk   
Adult Diapers (various sizes)  
Canned Fruit    
Crackers    
Healthy snacks including nuts, granola & granola bars       

If you prefer to 
make a monetary 
donation, please 

make the check out 
to St. James 

Catholic Church 
and place in the 

memo line – “SJC 
Food Pantry” 

  

Are you interested in learning more 
about caring for your loved ones who 
live with a mental health diagnosis? 

NAMI Savannah is offering a free, four-week educational 
program in May on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 6 to 
8:30 pm.  This program is for family members, caregivers 
and friends of people living with mental illness.  NAMI-
trained family members lead the course with presentations, 
discussions and interactive exercises. Contact Tracy @      
912-667-2728 or Alloceia @ 912-661-7104 for more 
information and to register.  Space is limited. 

mailto:marylisicia@yahoo.com


 



 

Kids Corner 

ABUSE HOTLINE   

To report sexual abuse of a minor by a Diocese of Savannah employee or  volunteer, call the abuse 

hotline at 888-357-5330 or the  Office for Protection of Children & Young people at 912-201-4073. To 

read the policy on sexual abuse of minors, go to www.diosav.org/childyouthprotection. 

Discover St. Vincent’s Academy's 2025 Summer 
Camps for Girls 
St. Vincent’s Academy is excited to offer a variety of 
2025 summer camps designed for rising 6th through 9th 
grade girls! Our all-girls summer programs include 
Sports Camps, Study Skills & Leadership Camps, and 
Music & Theater Camps—each created to inspire 
confidence, creativity, and personal growth. Camps are 
$200 and include a free camp t-shirt. Don’t miss out— 
visit www.svaga.net/camps or click the QR code to 
register today! 

http://www.svaga.net/camps


 


